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DATE: Tuesday, January 6, 1987 
TIME: 7:30 P.M. Meeting starts 8:15 P.M. 
WHERE: Conference Room C, offices of Carnegie Group Inc, 
7th Floor of Station Square, Carson & Smithfield Streets 
PROGRAM: "British East Africa" by Ed Krivoniak 


We had another excellent turnout for our Holiday meeting. Fifteen members and six guests were treated to Dick Gaetano’s 
slide show and talk on Sales Tax Tokens. Fudge and other candy treats were provided by Secretary Wayne Homren. 


All seven WPNS medals were sold in the auction following the December meeting. For the record, here are the prices 
’ realized: 


. } 1) 1878 White Metal, XF(holed)...............ccccsseee. $ 10 
2) 1879 White Metal, AU.............ccccccssccsssscossssveee 15 
3) 1879 White Metal, Prooflike...............ccccecceees 30 
4) 1928 Bronze (400 struck), UNC...........cccceeeees 22 
5) 1928 Silver (10 struck), toned UNC................. 70 
6) 1963 Silver (15 struck), UNC.......ccccccescscssosssoes 110 
7) 1978 Silver (27 struck), Prooflike................006 40 
%) 1963 Gold (S.struck), UNC... is. .ccccosacencscavssaie 1025 
971978 Gold (O struck); ONC ssc siacciscscsecccovestasscces 500 


ae 2 ee oe eo Ok Book Sale Results, Coin Course eR ee OK OK RK KK 


Treasurer John Bums reports the following final tally for our recent book sale: Total realized, $2236.75, minus $500 
payment to the consignor, leaving WPNS with a net profit of $1736.75 Thanks again to all involved. This puts our club on a 
solid footing for the new year. 


Remember, John is teaching an introductory numismatics course at Community College next semester; Please refer any 


prospective students to him. 


He ie he He fe oe 2c he 2 oe 2 2k 2 Membership Votes Ae ee ee ee ee ee oe ok EK 


Membership committee members Larry Korchnak and Dick Gaetano will lead discussions on three prospective members. 
As per Society bylaws, the applicants are requested to NOT ATTEND the meeting. After the discussions there will be a ballot 
yo~~~-~vote for each prospective member. The applicants are: 


®. ¢ Gifford F. Kelly, a dealer and collector of Early American Coppers and Military Payment Scrip. Sponsor: Larry 
Korchnak 


¢ Gerald S. Porter, a collector of World Coins. Sponsor: Ed Krivoniak 


e Alan E. Strickler, a dealer and collector of nickels. Sponsor: Cliff Sutton 


In addition to these new members, we will act on letters recommending Honorary Membership status for two longtime 
members. 


fete COIN SHOWS ## #85 


JAN 4: Coin Show, Belle Vernon Holiday Inn, Rt 51 and I-70 

JAN 7-10 F.U.N. Palace Hotel, Walt Disney World, Florida 
* JAN 11: Collectible Show, Castle Shannon Fire Hall, Rt. 88 

JAN 30 - FEB 1: Harrisburg ’87 Show, Americana Host Inn 
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(Please Print) 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society's 
rules and by-laws. 


Nene GERALD S TekTen. 

stag [TS SV 
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fusion DALES (© ats REGINA Mer 


Business Address MA RYLAND oar | DM iv. , J 130 Bo aeter Bu <— 


Age Cae I have been interested in numismatics for Jo years, and my 
present field of interest is RLD Co 


I am now a member of the following numismatic or other avocational organ- 


izations (Name in full) 


The sum of $ is attached, covering initiation fee and dues for 19__-19__. 


pae_T/2- 19 Sh , 2 
FOR USE OF THE (Signature of Applicant) 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


As a member in good standing of the W. P. N. S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 


(Signature of Sponsor) 
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Actually British Commonwealth is only one area of interest. Others 
are U.S., Mexico, World Crowns, etc. I am interested primarily in 
the geographic and historical significance attached to collecting. 


Give an @xample of pS of 2 ram OF Progr ans 
that you feel you co gent at a WFNS meeting. 

I could present my Commonwealth collection and discuss Emperors 

types, varieties, etc. Other areas are Mexican Revolutionary, 


Paper Money, Elephant coins and oddities. 


Do you plan to take 
attending meetings 
attendance (occasionally out-of-town). 
Why are you interested in joining the WPNS? 
To broaden my numismatic knowledge and meet and interface with 
others of the same persuasion. 


None, at this time. 


I began collecting coins in 1958. First U.S. and Canadian - 
then on to World Crowns, Mexico, British Commonwealth, etc. 

I have extensive dealer and collector contacts in Western Pa., 
Ohio, West Virginia and Florida, and have established many 
personal friendships. 
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(Please Print) 
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I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society's 
rules and by-law 
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As a member in good standing of the W. P. N.S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(Please Print) 
ee] Bee 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania - 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society's 
rules and by-laws. 
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LAWRENCE C. KORCHNAK, Numismatist 


P. O. BOX 1083 


ALIQUIPPA, PA. 15001 
U.S.A. 
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Specializing in world coins and obsidional coins of Europe 


ANSWERS TO WPNS NEW MEMBER QUESTIONNAIRE 
QUESTION #1 


The most significant fact associated with early American coppers 

is the fact that I can never learn all there is about them or 
gather a complete collection because of the varieties. Another 
important fact is that coppers collectors are wonderfully sharing 
people. Even such people as Walter Breen, Jules Reiver or John 
Wright are willing, even eager, to help you with a problem or 

listen to’ your latest acquisition. As people, they are exceptional. 


The MPC collection I am working on is a challenge also, but a 
complete set is attainable. I like MP6s because of the history 
behind them and for the fun of discovery. 


I am also interested in Cémmemorative Half D6llars of the United 
States and many other subjects. 


QUESTION #2 


I will be able to present programs on the following subjects: 

(1) Large Cents & their Varieties (2) U.S. Military Payment 
Certificates (3) Former CBief Engraver James B. Longacre and 

his works (4) U.S. Commemorative Half Déllars. As new interests 
develop I will work up more programs. 


QUESTION #3 


Yes 
QUESTION #4 


I want to join WPNS because of the prospects of learning a great 
deal. I also like the present members. 


QUESTION #5 


I cannot comment on improving a group of which I am not yet a 
member. If I am accepted, I will then consider ways of 
improving the society. 


QUESTION #6 


Most of the members know of my love of numismaties. They also 
know that once I join a group, I dedicate myself to it. I don't 
know whether this will "enhance" My prospects of acceptance or 
not, but I do not compromise my morals. i: Bay. 10 Like -1. gee: it: 


I would be honored if the membership-of WPNS accepted me into 
their society. 
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EAC MEETING AT LANCASTER, PA 


s : Giff Kelly 


An EAC meeting was held as part of the 8th annual convention of the Pennsylvania 
Association of Numismatists, on Saturday October 11, 1986, at the Americana Host 
Farm Resort in Lancaster, PA. 


The program opened with a slide show on large cents, composed of slides pro- 
vided by Mabel Ann Wright from the EAC Library. Eight basic design types, obverse 
and reverse, were shown, along with a number of errors and particularly distinctive 
varieties. Those in attendance seemed to enjoy the program, and participated freely 
in asking and answering questions. 


Though a head count of the room tallied 32 persons present, only 20 signed the 
attendance sheet, as follows: 


Giff Kelly Don Reigle Brian Frankhouser 
Eileen Kelly George B. Kostenbauder Bill Kelly 
Chester Trzcinski Ray Rennick Robert Ellis 

Jan Peterson Wayne Homren Robbie R. Ellis 
Brett Peterson John Burns George Rickards 
Michael J. Hartshorne Gerald Kochel Joel Rickards 
Craig McDonald Richard E. Cross 


Rich Cross reported on the Robinson Brown Sale, a subject of great interest to 
the group. Giff Kelly announced that he is now the proud owner of an original 
Early Coins of America, by Sylvester S. Crosby, 1875 edition, which he purchased at 
the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society Auction for $410. He said that although 
he had since been offered twice that amount for it, it is absolutely not for sale. 
The original owner of this particular copy was J. Verner Scaife, Jr., of a prominent 
Pittsburgh family. 


The meeting had an air of friendly camaraderie, as most EAC functions do; the 
strongest favorable comments were made about Penny-Wise, which many said they read 
cover-to-cover the very day it arrives in the a 
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ASK JOHN 
John D. Wright, NLG 
AJ is a forum for all of your questions-—-great or small--about old coppers or 
FAC. Your questions will get answers and those of most general interest will be 
published here for everybody. Do you have some queries? Do let me hear from you! 
John D. Wright 


1468 Timberland Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


AJ 66: (from the Editor): Why don't I get more AJ's from you? You've been 
falling down on the job. 
e*: I don't make these things up. 
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Wayne K. Homren 
Secretary, W.P.N.S. 
1810 Antietam St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
January 11, 1987 


Ellen Rosenthal 
Clayton 

7200 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15208 


Dear Mrs. Rosenthal: 


At the December meeting of the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society, we all agreed that your 
talk and slide show on the Frick Estate made our November Social meeting one of the best ever. 
We'd like to thank you once again for taking time out of your schedule to speak to our Society. 


| apologize for the lateness of this letter, as the rush of the holiday season kept me from attending to 


all of my duties as secretary. The members and guests of the Society wish you all the best in your 
work at Clayton. We're all looking forward to a chance to visit the mansion someday. 


Sincerely, 


Wanae Popes 6 


Wayne K. Homren 
Secretary, W.P.N.S. 


Wayne K. Homren 
W.P.N.S. Secretary 
1810 Antietam St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
(office) 642-6900 
(home) 661-1482 
January 11, 1987 


Mr. Gifford F. Kelly 
4628 Clairton Blvd. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
(office) 882-6150 


Dear Mr. Kelly: 


| am pleased to inform you that the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society has accepted you into 
membership. Please take a moment to ensure that your address and phone numbers are correct as 
listed. It is important to give the Society both home and office numbers, if possible. Should a meeting 
be moved or cancelled for any reason, we will attempt to contact all local members by phone. This 
information will be available only to the officers of the club. 


As you know, we meet on the first Tuesday of each month You should recieve the monthly newsletter 
a few days before each meeting. Dues are $5.00 per year, payable to our Treasurer, John Burns. If 
you wish to mail in your payment before the next meeting, John’s address is: 96 LaMont Drive, North 
Huntingdon, PA 15642. You can pick up a copy of the W.P.N.S. Constitution and By-Laws from me at 
the next meeting. A copy of our current program schedule is enclosed. 


We look forward to sharing your numismatic knowledge and fellowship at our upcoming meetings. 
Welcome aboard! 


Sincerely, 


Wayne K. Homren 
W.P.N.S. Secretary 


Wayne K. Homren 
W.P.N.S. Secretary 
1810 Antietam St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
(office) 642-6900 
(home) 661-1482 
January 11, 1987 


Mr. Gerald S. Porter 
1958 Pittview Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
(home) 321-2122 


Dear Mr. Porter: 


| am pleased to inform you that the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society has accepted you into 
membership. Please take a moment to ensure that your address and phone numbers are correct as 
listed. It is important to give the Society both home and office numbers, if possible. Should a meeting 
be moved or cancelled for any reason, we will attempt to contact all local members by phone. This 
information will be available only to the officers of the club. 


As you know, we meet on the first Tuesday of each month You should recieve the monthly newsletter 
a few days before each meeting. Dues are $5.00 per year, payable to our Treasurer, John Burns. If 
you wish to mail in your payment before the next meeting, John’s address is: 96 LaMont Drive, North 
Huntingdon, PA 15642. You can pick up a copy of the W.P.N.S. Constitution and By-Laws from me at 
the next meeting. A copy of our current program schedule is enclosed. 


We look forward to sharing your numismatic knowledge and fellowship at our upcoming meetings. 
Welcome aboard! 


Sincerely, 
Wey me 


Wayne K. Homren 
W.P.N.S. Secretary 


Wayne K. Homren 
W.P.N.S. Secretary 
1810 Antietam St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
(office) 642-6900 
(home) 661-1482 
January 11, 1987 


Mr. Alan E. Stricker 
Box 176 

Venetia, PA 15367 
(home) 941-8135 


Dear Mr. Stricker: 


| am pleased to inform you that the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society has accepted you into 
membership. Please take a moment to ensure that your address and phone numbers are correct as 
listed. It is important to give the Society both home and office numbers, if possible. Should a meeting 
be moved or cancelled for any reason, we will attempt to contact all local members by phone. This 
information will be available only to the officers of the club. 


As you know, we meet on the first Tuesday of each month You should recieve the monthly newsletter 
a few days before each meeting. Dues are $5.00 per year, payable to our Treasurer, John Burns. ff 
you wish to mail in your payment before the next meeting, John’s address is: 96 LaMont Drive, North 
Huntingdon, PA 15642. You can pick up a copy of the W.P.N.S. Constitution and By-Laws from me at 
the next meeting. A copy of our current program schedule is enclosed. 


We look forward to sharing your numismatic knowledge and fellowship at our upcoming meetings. 


Welcome aboard! 


Sincerely, 


C 5, en 


\ 


Wayne K. Homren 
W.P.N.S. Secretary 


Club 
conducts 
auction 


Treasurer John Burns of the 
Western Pennsylvania Num- 
ismatic Society reports that 
the society realized $2,236.75 
from its recent book sale. 

After paying the consignor 

$500, the net profit to the club 
was $1,736.75. 

At the Jan. 6 WPNS meeting, 
members were to discuss ap- 
plications for membership 
made by Gifford F. Kelly, Ger- 
ald S. Porter and Alan E. Stric- 
kler. The group will also act on 
letters recommending two 
longtime members for honor- 
ary membership status. 

Also at the meeting, Ed Kri- 
voniak was scheduled to deliv- 
er a talk about “British East 
Africa.” The meeting was set 
to be held at 8:15 p.m. in Con- 
ference Room C, in the Offices 
of Carnegie Group Inc., Sev- 
enth Floor of Station Square, 
Carson and Smithfield streets, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The Western Numismatic So- 
ciety can be contacted by writ- 
ing Wayne K. Homren, 1810 
Antietam St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
15206. 


Purchase of Certificates 
Detrimental to Hobby 


As concemed numismatists, we have 
become increasingly disturbed about the 
direction taken by some of the more 
prominent numismatists and the ANA. 
We refer particularly to the structure of 
mint state grading. Not only is there a 
problem with subjectivity when consider- 
ing one-point incremental grades between 
MS-60 and MS-70, but there is a problem 
as well with the marketing/promotional 
aspects associated with coin pricing in 
those grades. 

It seems to us that the move is toward 
the purchase of certificates and not coins. 
This, we believe, is detrimental to the 
hobby. Our personal feelings may have lit- 
tle impact on the overall market; how- 
ever, we feel that the issue is worth writ- 
ing about in hopes that common sense 
might prevail over greed. 
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Tuesday, February 3, 1987 
7:30 P.M. Meeting starts 8:15 P.M. 


Conference Room C, offices of Carnegie Group Inc, 
7th Floor of Station Square, Carson & Smithfield Streets 


"The Pennsylvania Turnpike", by Rodger Hershey 


As you may have noticed, there’s been a switch from the program schedule for this month. Rodger Hershey will be the 
speaker the February meeting. Larry Korchnak will present his "Napoleon Prior to Waterloo" talk at another time. 


He He fe he he he he he he ee 2 ee Ok kk New Members 6 He ie ee he he ee ee ee he he ek 2 2 2 OK 


Congratulations to our three new members, Giff Kelly, Alan Stricker, and Jerry Porter, who were voted in at the January 
meeting. We look forward to seeing them at upcoming meetings. 


The names of these and other new members since 1978 have been added to the membership roster. The roster will be 
printed later this year as part of the 1987 edition of our Society History, Constitution, and Bylaws booklet. 


Secretary Homren is requesting information for a more complete history of W.P.N.S. Senior members could write down 
recollections of past Society meetings. Current members can help too, by compiling their "numismatic resumes." Write down 
a little about yourself, what you collect, and any publications you may have contributed to. Other useful items would include 
newspaper clippings about the Museum Collection sale and the court action surrounding it. 


He Ae he fe he he ee ie eke oe ok OK eK Encased Items Book He ie ie he he fe oe 2 2 2c fe fe fe 2 2 2 2 2 2 


If you missed the January meeting, you also missed recieving a fine, covered draft of the Encased Cent book, presented by 
Bill Hunter and Dick Gaetano. A marketing committee of Gaetano and Cliff Sutton was formed to investigate the kind of 
printing to use, how many copies to make, and how to sell them. 


fee Other Allegheny Project Work *#*## +++ # ke 


Also at January’s meeting, Ray Rennick displayed a thick workbook for his section on paper money and banks of the 
Pittsburgh area. Wayne Homren distributed draft copies of an article on Frank Vittor, a Pittsburgh sculptor who designed the 
Gettysburg commemorative half dollar. 


EEK Grading Letter Published *****#*## #4 + HHH HH 


Some skeptics didn’t think they would do it, but the ANA has finally published our grading letter in the January, 1987 
Numismatist (p 18). The headline reads "Purchase of Certificates Detrimental to Hobby." 


2 ae oe ae he he fe he he fe oe ok oe oe ok oe COIN SHOWS 6 He he he he he he he ee oe oe eo ee 


FEB 6-8: International Numismatic Society Annual Convention, 
Radison-Wilmington Hotel, Wilmington, Delaware 

FEB 7-8: South Hills Coin Club Annual Show, South Hills Village Sheraton 

FEB 8: Collectible Show, Castle Shannon Fire Hall, Rt. 88 
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Pennsylvania 
Turnpike __ by_- RE. Hershey 


Referred to as the Grandfather of the U.S. Interstate 
Highway System, The Pennsylvania Turnpike with it's 70 
miles end 38 Gateways celebreted it's hth year of 
operation on October 1, 198). 

Construction of America's number one toll system began 
in 1938 when 160 miles of highway was completed between 
Carlisle end Irwin. This stretch of road was opened on 
October 1, 190. 

Driving ease and the scenic besuty of Pennsylvania go 
together on the Pennsylvenie Turnpike. 

It came to pass thanks = in part = to an irrate rail- 
road tycoon. Wme H. Vanderbilt was the owner of the New 
York Central Railroad, who's chief rivel wes the 
Pennsylvanie Railroad. 

Both Railroeds agreed to remsin within their own back- 
yerds, one in New York end the other in Pennsylvania. 

When the West Shore Railroad decided to compete with the 
New York Centrel by peralleling it along the west bank of 
the Hudson River to the port of New York, Vanderbilt was 
outraged. He decided to do the same thing to the P.R.R. 

Vanderbilt bought and developed the South Penn Charter. 
With hundreds of engineers and thousands of workers he 
plenned to build a new railroad just 25 miles south of the 
P.R.Re's Herrisburg = Pittsburgh line. He also received 
eid from Andrew Carnegie, who, with his steel industry 
reised $5 million to back the project. 

Tunnels were excavated and bridges rose along the route. 
With the project 50 percent complete, a new personality 
entered the picture. It was John Pierpoint Morgen, who 
persuaded the New York Central and the Pennsylvania Rail- 
roed to cease their feud and wasteful duplication of 
railroed lines. 

Before the South Penn was ebandoned in 1885, Vanderbilt's 
workers had completed more than 50 percent of the tunnel 
boring and approximately 10 percent of the open-cut 
excavations. All of this to the tune of $10 million that 
Vanderbilt was anxious to recoup. Ee sold the property to 
the P.R.R. for $1.5 million dollers. The P.R.R. eventually 
sold it to the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission for 
$2 million. The Turnpike Commission was created by Legis- 
lation cf 21 May 1937. The campaign to build the "Dream 
Highwey" wes on. 

South Penn's abandonment and the turnpike's start up 
covered a period of 53 years of inactivity. In less than 
2 yeers the 160 mile section wes completed end on opening 
Gey there were 1500 cars and trucks that took to the road. 
Speeds renged from 50 to more than 90 mph. Resultant 
freewheeling stalled many steaming vehicles along its 
roedside. Not many of the cars were able to operate at 
such high speeds. 


Kecords of the Keystone A.A.A. Club show that just 
15 deys efter its' opening, 159,000 plus motor vehicles 
- carrying an estimated 590,000 passengers traveled the 
turnpike. In 1983 the average daily count was 188,000 
vehiclest Total amount of tolls these first 15 days 
wes $1),0,000. As relates to tolls, the same rate 
prevailed for 25 years. The rate was 1 cent per mile. 
Todey the rate is 2,2 cents per mile. Since the open-= 
ing there have only been two toll hikes. In contrast 
Other toll roads heve hed almost yearly increases 
since their inception. 

A chronological listing of improvements / additions 
is as follows; 

Carlisle to Irwin - 160 miles. 

- Extension to Philedcelphia - 327 miles. 
Extension to Ohio State Line - 360 miles, 
Delaware River Extension opened - 70 miles. 
Extensions to Allentown and Emerald. 
Turnpike bridge opened connecting with the 
New Jersey Turnpike. 

Extensions to Wilkes-Barre and Scranton. 

- By then it was evident that the two lane 

couldn't handle the traffic. Critical areas 
were Leurel Hill and the Allegheny tunnels. 

Leurel Hill - A 4 lane by-pass eliminated the tunnel 
and opened for traffic in 196]. 

Allegheny - A parallel tunnel opened in early 1965, 
The originel tunnel was renoveted and both were in 
service by Labor Day of 1966, 

Similar problems existed between Cerlisle and Bedford 
as two lane tunnels at Blue Mountain, Kittatinny, 
Tuscarora, Sideling Hills and Reys Hill created traffic 
problems. 

Solutions errived at by surveys etc. concluded that 
parellel tunnels be constructed at Blue - Kittatinny - 
end Tuscarora Mountains. Also e four lane by-pess at 
Sideling Hill and Rays Hill eliminating the tunnels, 
The result was the elimination of a troublesome mountain 
region. 

Breezewood Plaza toll area was relocated during the 
13 miles of rerouting for the by-pass of the Sideling 
Hill and Rays Hill tunnels. Sideling Hill plaza was 
elso moved. It was designed with ea crossover pass to 
serve both East and West travel. 36 acres were used 
end 1.5 million dollars were spent in that renovation. 

For motorist convenience there are 23 Service Plazas 
and there ere A.A.A. Service Garages adjacent to the 
entire turnpike. The turnpike is policed by an elite 
corps of State Troopers housed in 7 barracks. Patrol 
headquarters are at the Turnpike Administration Building. 
Located every 25 miles are maintenance buildings with 
personnel and equipment. Approximately 900 employees 
operate from the 19 maintence areas, 

1969 - Medial guard rail completed on entire turnpike. 


1981 - Three truck climbing lanes were completed. 
1982 - Computerization of toll collecting was 
instituted. 
Other statistics include: 
Right of Way: 200 feet 
Width of turnpike: 78 ft. East / West 
72 ft. North / South 
Width of Lanes: 2) feet 
Shoulders: 10 feet 
Maximum curve: 6 degrees 
Maximum grade: 3 degrees 


TUNNEL LENGTHS: BRIDGE LENGTHS: 

Blue Mte 4339 ft. Delaware River 6571 ft. 

Kittatinny Mt. BTeT Lbs Susquehanna River 600 ft. 

Tuscarore Mte 5326 ft. Allegheny River 100. fT; 

Rays Hill (closed) 3532 ft. Beaver River 1545 ft. 

Sideling Hill Schuykill River ler Tt. 
(atesed) 6872 ft. 

Allegheny 6070: ft: 

Laurel Hill 

(closed) 51 ft. 

L621 


Lehigh Tis 


The "Dream Highway" wasn't all peaches and cream. 
Problems of high gas and food prices in the 60's and 70's 
were a constant complaint. 

The leasing of service plazas to oil company operations 


and their subsequent sub-leasing to Howard Johnson for 
resteurant operetion planted some of the seeds of discontent. 
Original leases expired in 1978 and new leases were drawn. 
In 1979 contracts were awarded for the first time to fast 
food operators. Competitive pricing along the turnpike. 
hed arrived. Despite the internal squabling of the Turn- 
pike Commission and the general beleif thet the system is 
overstaffed (12 employees per three miles of turnpike as 
opposed to PENDOT's 1 employee per three miles of road) 

it is still the "Dream Highway" to thousands of motorists 
yearly. So much a part of our history that toll booths of 
the original "one-man" design are displayed at the 
Smithsonian Institute, Washington D.C., and the Allegheny - 
Kiski Valley Society Collection in Tarentum. 

There are medals that commemorate turnpike stages of 
advancement. I am unaware of the manner in which they 
were offered for sale or if they were given away. 

Also various souvenir pieces of turnpike related material 
are available. Of these I list the following in my 
possessions: 

Metal ashtray with insert picture of turnpike 
scene depicting dual lanes, overpass and tunnel 
entrance in background. 

2) Ceramic Ashtray with keystone in center and 
within it are the Liberty Bell, PA. state seal 
and outline of the state = Above the Keystone is 
printed "PENNSYLVANIA" = below it is printed 
"TURNPIKE". 


Cigarette Lighter with Reys Hill Tunnell 
Gepicted with "PENNSYLVANIA" above and 
PITTSBURGH, PA and "TURNPIKE" printed 
belowe Opposite side has an Indien in 
feathered headdress with PITTSBURGH 
PENNSYLVANIA printed theron. 
A large "Key" with a thermometer on the 
stem and a tunnel entrance labeled 
"PENNSYLVANIA TURNPIKE” in the “handling” 
end of the key. 
A paperweight - shaped as the state of 
Pennsylvania. A strip extended above the 
Northern boundry contains an early roadster 
reised above the surface. In front of the 
auto, on the road, is printed, PENNSYLVANIA 
TURNPIKE. 
Old "Bullet shaped" pencil holder with the 
same design as the lighter around it. 
(w.O. Indian head) 
Heavy brass paperweight - Commemorating the 
10th Anniversary 190 - 1950 and completion 
of the Philadelphia Extension. Chairman T.J. 
Evans and Governor James He Duff are "pictured" 
and named on it. Pittsburgh (Blockhouse & mill), 
Harrisburg (Capitol Bldg) and Philadelphia 
(Independence Hall & Liberty Bell) are shown 
in relation to their Geographic Locations in 
Pennsylvania. 
The Reverse is as follows: 
MEMBER OF 
PENNSYLVANIA TURNPIKE COMMISSION 
THOMAS J. EVANS 
CHAIRMAN 
JAMES F. TORRANCE 
JANES J. COYNE 
EDWARD N. JONES 
RAY F. SMOCK 
SEC. OF HIGHWAYS (EX OFFICIO) 


The Medals ere as herein described: 

Three medals have a common obverse (with slight var- 
iations) portraying a tunnel entrance and inscribed 
“PENNSYLVANIA SUPER HIGHWAY". 

The reverse of the first two medals read the same 
(except for the mileage figure): 

A DREAM HIGHWAY EXTENDING MILES (160 or 
377 miles) ON STREAMLINED ]-LANE CONCRETE 
TUNNELING UNDER 7 MOUNTAINSe COPR. 19,6 
The reverse of the third medal reads: 
A DREAM, STREAMLINED HIGHWAY, EXTENDING 360 
‘ NILES TUNNELING UNDER SEVEN MOUNTAINS. 
All 3 medals are Octagonal, Gilt Brass, 31mm and are holed 
as made. 
Another, (lth), medal is round, Gilt Brass, 30mm and 


looped at the top. 

Obverse: "PENNA SUPER HIGHWAY" followed by two stars 
around the top edge. Pictured are four lanes 
of traffic proceding under overpass to tunnel 
entrance in mountain at rear. Two autos are 
shown. One leaving and one approaching the 
OverpasSe 

Reverse: Legend "AMERICA'S PIONEER TUNNEL SUPERHIGHWAY 

7 160 MILES - 7 TUNNELS UNDER APPALACHIN MTNS. 
LINKING HARRISBURG - PITTSBURGH PA (Robbins Co.) 
A (Sth) medal commemorating the Eastern Extension and 
10th Anniversary of the Pennsylvania Turnpike is as follows: 
Round, Nickel, 37mm 

Obverse: Rolling country scene in background of pictured 
Toll Plaza. Depicts cars coming and goimg. 
PENNSYLVANIA TURNPIKE / EASTERN EXTENSION / 
OPENING / 1950 (inscribed in lower section) 

Reverses: "PARTNERS IN PROGRESS" around outer rim. PA. 
Keystone shield and GULF in circle with 
branches at bottom. 

('PARTNERS' suggests to me that Gulf sponsored this piece) 


* Subsequent to researching and publishing this article in the 
fAI(O (Pennsylvania “nea Loken (odlectons Unganization) Journal 
a member of TATCO wnote of an unlisted piece, The piece ues 
anothen of the atule of the first two octagonal pieces described, 
with the prime diffenence being the mileage figure, 260 miles, 


lotal octagonal pieces now numben foun (4) ith variations. 
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18 attend J anuary 
meeting of Pa. club 


The January club meeting of 
the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society was at- 
tended by 17 members and 
one guest in Pittsburgh. 


At this meeting, Rodger Her- 
Shey spoke about the Pennsyl- 
vania Turnpike and the tokens, 
medals, postcards and other 
memorabilia associated with | 
the turnpike. Hershey also dis- | 
tributed updated versions of 
his article about the turnpike, 
Which appeared in the 
“PATCO Journal,” published 
by the Pennsylvania Area To- 
ken Collectors Organization. 


There was be a change in 
the program for the March 
WPNS meeting. The original 
topic was to be Bust quarter 
dollars; instead, Chuck Erb 


’ Was slated to discuss Swiss 
‘Shooting talérs. 


The March get-together was 
to begin at 8:15 p.m. in Confer- 
ence Room C in the offices of 
the Carnegie Group Inc., Sev- 
enth Floor, Station Square, 
Carson and Smithfield streets 
in Pittsburgh. 


Information about the West- 
ern Pennsylvania Numismatic 


Society can be obtained by | 


writing 1810 Antietam St, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15206. 


Colw~ 


WwokRLD 


4/15/87 


Ce 


Western Pemursyloania WESTERN 

. : Ea iame PENNSYLVANIA 
Numismatic Society NUMISMATIC 
. SOCIETY 


NIENAy, A 


187g8-\91® 


DATE: Tuesday, March 3, 1987 
TIME: 7:30 P.M. Meeting starts 8:15 P.M. 


WHERE: Conference Room C, offices of Carnegie Group Inc, 
7th Floor of Station Square, Carson & Smithfield Streets 


PROGRAM: "Swiss Shooting Thalers" by Chuck Erb 


Another switcheroo this month. Chuck Erb will present a talk on "Swiss Shooting Thalers," rather than the scheduled "Bust 
Quarters." 


26 2K ok 2 ee ee 2 2 ee oe ok 2 2 2 2 2 ok ok 2 a 2 2 2 2 2 2 Ko eo oo ok KK KOK OK OK 


Seventeen members and one guest attended January’s meeting. Rodger Hershey presented a very entertaining talk on the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike and Turnpike tokens, medals, postcards and other memorabilia. Rodger also provided attendees with 
} an updated version of his PA Turnpike article, recently published in the PATCO Journal. 


2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2k 2 fe ok 2 ie ie 2 2 a 2 2 2 ie oe 2 2 2 2c 2 2K 2 2 2K 2 2 2K 2 2K 2 oe 2 oi 2 2 KK 2 OK ok OK ok Ok 


John Burns’ introductory coin collecting course met for its first class on Thursday, February 19th. John would like to thank 
everyone who helped out, especially Pat McBride. 
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This report of a past WPNS meeting was published in the July, 1936 Numismatist: June 2, President Marlier in the chair. 
Fourteen members and one visitor were present. The secretary read a letter from the New York Numismatic Club which 
detailed an argument against support of the proposed plan to amend the A.N.A. Constitution to elect the President and 
Vice-President to membership on the Board of Governors, with power to vote. The society took no action on the matter. 

The application of H. G. Mockett, 7109 Michigan Avenue, Swissvale, Pa., was read and he was elected to membership. 

The annual election of officers for the coming year was held, with the following results: 

President, Mr. Marlier; vice-president, Mr. Hall; secretary, Mr. Gies; assistant secretary, Mr. Coatsworth; treasurer, Mr. 
Manning; curator, Mr. Gaede. 

Mr. Scaife extended the society a kind invitation to meet at his home in July. The society was pleased to accept. 

(Some) exhibits for the evening: 


e Mr. McCune: Several U.S. gold pieces... 

e Mr. Locker: German paper marks: One Billion, 517 million, 620 marks. 

e Mr. Gies: 1794 silver dollar, very fine 

e Mr. Hall: 45 medalets and store cards showing portraits of Washington and Lincoln. 
e Mr. Gaede: Various Roman bronzes, Imperial period. 

e Mr Coatsworth: 1879 Goloid dollar, smaller type 
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Feb 28 - Mar 1: Sheraton Inn, Airport 


Mar 13-15: Washington, D.C. Show. Sheraton Inn, Lanham, MD 
Mar 21-22: Century Plaza Inn, Lebanon Church Road, West Mifflin 


Ailesteru. Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Founded June 1, 1878 


Reaisrer OF 883,19 22 MEETING 
MEMBERS ___ SUESTS 


fe ee 


Ok LN. Mie 
Seale, AL 
, a Z ZF 


ti, | 
} 


a 
ij} 


| 2 


= : 0) 
€ 1 2e Kine WROD COKY J Te dor 


Bs O ’ ‘ oath z 
Vig Andis I IS, 2y luke A ot re) iS (PPM 
+ Vo Fakinany pose < UrGAQ fr2 oe o-r< ) of 9 Pov ee 


% 


; ae S afb oAs 


‘ 
| 
A) ) 
hme adam 
| Fae V 4 > fa 2 
frets 9 ce BT Uw ts DS ds 

NO : NO ; Ope 


whe 


q +) 
A pPpo—~e-e-Ct 


ALLEGWNEN Y PRO Ect 


ee nena I 


r) ‘ 
¢ Cc # RL € INP * Kn A, ) 2BE oS ey 


XS = “A coal a sy ore 


f) & 


) AJA SA\°¥AI°VWWHI DKA IA€ owe anwcorreh¢ 


per cx Lf>pire 2 
2 piano Ag - 


L Van we) bin inn Asfoorted tp} ot : 


) \ W e 9p i—- L-f) cae 
pho AONE aot imum La {FOR Pe — > So “pn ake) 
L 


fy 


9 2 a 
1 y De, = ad FA f 
Ae“ Vy ‘eh rl. ty 4 Cpr ny 


a & 
~y zo i fen ; 


ae () WT: Gf p) 
ew Lome 2} ( Pusey C ry LIS ne aie 


= SUM = p ~~ oe @ L es 8 p Cc Ron a. 


a ‘ 
Cxh.bt< 


nie =: 
® \ 1 ~ fy 


Finn deffo t PA Colewal pct 


y 
=) 
4 


rs * % 9 
5 fan G Oar Sa ac 4 AFR Doe 
> 


: } 


4) : “4 
{ PALO {fy oe VY. 0 en nak <3 ow oy, ae fh 
‘ ne 5 £ 


f- dtl yr f Mohan s @ '. pont ry er. JDCF AS Oyo F7 a-< 
od 


{> rm, ‘ - > 
Suton, 8 D2tr. Ps ) G. (Gas CD) f- Q. cle en 
oe : 


TE TO Pe f BS , < } 


86 


R (yo TF rr Baur, NS | > } j 
\ fA Sf ECG E/S CoTF E : a & 2 eae Ais 


om A 


KO pe: CL i 
ge: a A 
f\ f) f} ‘ CT / be, ~ 
>< pr oon. J Key £2 Milbmeatiad Ss = Pop vise 
‘(Riera 
Ao 


Cf aor tAarn, 
} 
{ 


A 


Bo Wer © Lire 


f 


a 
\ 


‘ fr P) 
COtn-> Lad kp "C Rett oS, prtun Se a 
i 


- ~ ~ a ‘ oe a 
oe 1 rere 1 so Nike On Ries 
C a wr F ub AA. Cire a J2 vi agli ~ xo 


2k Pepe ‘ > 


i” 6 f) 
iC WARIS ye 7 « woof On 


wn 


Bs i, a { c i/ F p 
in eo tacor: he Aon’ § a “ f tO\y j “lc | \ UrAre7, VY -erL] AIA 


eos Kgpsscteu, 1 ; P fe c opi 
f r 


To fn 
C A NKLAA. o4 Cg, 


<3 AVN Ye D he t 
pr 


ae | Vv ® ag f\ 
Akio, |Cd letrh. 


2- | He ater 


f\ i \ } ye) ; ~~ +00 
pyro sc T lor doc} hrer, Houra) Okt, 
Uv 


eT meee - ee 


f J _ 
ow a ook A eae Place Pe Ow. ohiernnewe ape ALAD Dischiehion. 


ee ; “ 


c .. “ BMrerronrhr of Aa f- ‘ Np bi Ddo-OCA 2 5? 7a,—~ ad / phedMohro ° 


ad, OVS UY od et s | ots F. WA, 
\ 


‘ 


PATRON SAINT 
OF 
NU M ISMATICS 


SAINT 


ELIGIUS 


WASHINGTON COIN EXCHANGE is pleased to announce 
the offering for sale of a beautifully designed and 
masterfully finished commemorative medal struck in 
honor of the patron saint of Numismatics, St. Eligius. 
These unique octagonal medals executed in both 
silver and lustrous antiqued brass will grace an 
honored niche in the cabinet of every collector and 
dealer, representing as they do, the sole commem- 
oration of our illustrious and revered patron. 


Born in 588, Eligius was apprenticed at an early age to the master of the mint in Limoges, in what is 
now France, where he became a noted craftsman whose skills were unequalled in the kingdom. From 
this modest beginning, our patron, whose famous mint mark appears on at least ten of the coins of this 
period, became the master of the royal mint in Paris and trusted advisor to the Merovingian Kings 
Clothair Il,and Dagobert |. Despite the early accumulation of great wealth and influence and what history 
tells us was the largest and finest collection of Roman, Greek and contemporary coins in the world, Eligius 
never forgot the needs of the poor and helpless of his realm, and is remembered as an outstanding 
humanitarian in an otherwise barbaric age. During this period of his exemplary life he was responsible 
for the establishment of several monasteries and nunneries and indeed two famous Paris cathedrals still 
standing today owe their construction to Eligius. Legend has it that the reliquaries reposing in the 
cathedrals of St. Paul’s and St. Martial’s were made by Eligius’ own hand from his smelted collection of 
gold and silver coins. In 636, after the death of Dagobert |, Eligius resigned his position to become a 
monk, distributing all his worldly possessions to the needy of the kingdom. The memory of this saintly 
charity and his unequivocal honesty lives on to this day, perpetuated by the famous “legend of two 
thrones”. Consecrated a bishop in 640 Eligius in his later years carried the word of God through Belgium, 
Denmark and Sweden before his death in 659. 


A beautiful pamphlet describing in fuller detail the fascinating life of this outstanding man accompanies 
each Medal. 


OFFERING — MISCELLANEOUS U.S. COINS 


COLONIALS 


Mass. Pine Tree Shilling sm. planchet 


SiH DR ek We eee lee 
Woods Hibernia Halfpenny, 1723 over 
aS CH a ee See 
1724 Halfpenny, F- VF ped ES ae Bu 


‘Connecticut Cent 1786, Mailed Bust to 


]. Fine in all details, strong date 
1787 Cent, bust facing left, die 
Seay obv. & rev. VF 
17 Cent, Hercules Head, Fine ... 
1785 Cent, Muttonhead var. VG... 
1787 Cent, Auctori var. Connec, 
G-VG .. 
Massachusetts Cent, 1788. VI 
Hibernia, Voce Populi Halfpenny 1760, 
XF-AU 
Talbot Allum & Lee Cent 1794, with 
N.Y. Fine + Lh Ae ae 
Virginia Halfpenny ‘1773, “period after 
Georgius. Choice toned Une. 


Wash. and Indep. Cent 1783, plain edge, 


small Military bust, VF ............. 

Wash. Double Headed Cent, undated vf 
Nice VF-XF ... 

Washington Cent 1795, undated. ~ Lib- 
erty & Security. VF 

HALF CENTS 

1794 Abt. Good SRK 

1803 Fine, Rev. die breaks; die break 
from fraction bar Bh aan right 
ribbon. 

1804 F-VF, crosslet 4, no . stems, “ slight- 
ly clipped planchet. 

1804 Spiked Chin variety. VF 

1804 Plain 4, stemless, Abt. VF _. 
VF+ 

1805 Sm. 5, no stems, planchet defect 
on lower right obv. Fine + _....... 

1805 Large 5, stems. Fine @ 

1805 Small 5, no stems, Fine-VF 

1805 Large 5, with stems. VF, shatter- 
ed obv. die E. 45 (G-2) VF .......... 

1806 Sm. 6, no stems, Fine + _.. 
Same, Fine sm. edge nick . 

1806 Large 6, with stems, VG .._.. . 

1807 VG-+ Re PAN Se ne WiC ain 

1807 Fine. aa “fraction bar too far to 
right, left foot of T in Lib. miss- 

1807 F-VF, light old pin scratches on 
rev. Still nice coin. 

1808 Normal date VG+ 
Same in Fine, reverse off center 


BRASS — Beautiful golden bronze-like alloy, hand- 
somely antiqued and highly lustrous, this octag- 
onal medal measures 1 9/16 inches in diameter 
and is struck on a heavy 10 gauge planchet 
affording highlighted relief. A distinctive addition 


SILVER — Featuring a matte proof-like interior 
design with highly lustrous borders and struck in 
.800 fine, the issue in silver will be limited to 
5,000 and serially numbered. Also octagonal, 
measuring 1 9/16 inches and struck on heavy ten 


1809 


1825 
1826 
1828 


Normal date, F-VF 
Same in VF-XF 
F-VF . ae 
VG $8. 00; ‘F-VF $15.00; VF _ 
12 star var. F-VF ..... 


. 22.75 


37.75 
15.25 
30.00 


32.75 
20.00 


20.00 
50.00 
42.00 
48.00 
55.00 
50.00 


40.00 


20.00 


10.00 
30.00 


. 17.50 


22.50 


12.00 
15.00 
18.50 


25.00 
16.00 
12.00 


.. 10.00 
- 10.00 


. 13.50 


12.75 
11.00 
14.00 
15.00 


.. 25.00 
. 15.00 
. 18.00 


20.00 


HALF CENTS—(Cont’d.) 

1829 F-VF is Ie 

1832 F-VF $11.00; VF @ Bide Sea) a. atta es 
XF $25.00; Une. brown 

1833 Unc. faint friction shows under 
glass, reddish brown 

1834 Extra Fine 

1835 Unc., faint friction under glass 

1837 Half Cent token “Half Cent of 
Pure Copper,” nice XF 

1849 Lurge date, VF Sirs 

1851 VF-XF $23.00; 1853 Une. brown 

1853 Abt. Unc. $26.00; 1854 VF 

. FEW LARGE CENTS 

795 Sh.#78; plain edge, One Cent in 

Center of wreath. VG . 

1800 over 179, VG |. ..... 

1801 Normal dies, VG sm. punch ‘mark 
on rev. 

1802 Normal dies. Die lump rev. on 
rim over States. Fine ae 

1803 Sh.7#256; Choice VF-30 

1808 13 stars, strictly VG . 

1809 Good. 

1810 over 9, Abt. Fine 

1811 over 10, Fine 

1811 Plain date, Abt. Fine, somewhat 
granular . 

1814 Crosslet 4, VF, granular SRR 
needs cleaning. 

1820 Sm. date XF .... 

1821 Close date, just VF . 

1823 over 22, VF ep haee eet 

1824 Wide date, F- VF_ 

1825 Large A, VF 

1835 Sm. date & stars, VF 

1839 Type of 38, XF . ‘ 

1843 obv. 1842, rev. of ‘4, “Fine bs 

1857 Small date, XF Le cae 

1857 Large date, VF 

1857 Large date, Abt. Une. 


FLYING EAGLE & INDIAN CENTS 

1857 Abt. Fine $8.00; Fine aay 

1857 Choice Unc. .s 

1858 L.L. Abt. Fine 

1858 Choice Une. @ 

1859 Abt. Fine $6.00; XF nice _.......... 

1859 Strictly choice Une. ay 

1860 Just Fine, $5.00; XF-AU : 

1861 G-VG $8.00; Same, Choice Une. ... 

1863 VG $350; Choice Unc. 

1864-L VG, bolt L on ribbon 

1866 Good + $9.00; Fine @ 

1866 Abt. Unc., looks Br. Unc. but is 
struck on imperfect planchet 

1867 Good + $8.50; VF 

1870 G-VG $15.00; 1871 Good .. 

1872 Good 

1877 Abt. Good, strong date 


1877 Good, a little weak on upper part 


gauge planchets, this strikingly beautiful medal 1828 13 star, F-VF $12.50; VF+ ....... 15.00 
i of lettering $75.00; 1877 Good 


will be a source of great pride to its owner. XF or better $20.00; Unc. brown 40.00 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED arises ine 
WASHINGTON COIN EXCHANGE 


INCORPORATED 
1104 VERMONT AVE., N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 
PHONE: 202 — 667-5500 


to every collection 0... ..Each $3.85 


Satisfaction Fully Guaranteed on Every thing Sold — 5-day return privilege. 
Kentucky residents add 3% State tax. Everything Postpaid from this ad 
in the United States. 


C. DELLMUTH’S COIN SHOP 
A.N.A. 20205 Louisville, Kentucky 40204 


958 Baxter Avenue 
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3-D POP COINS 


POP COINS are the 3-Dimensional sensation 
of club meetings, the stand-out of exhibits 
and conversation pieces to enliven any 
gathering. The genuine U.S. coins are MORE 
than novelties; they represent images that 
can be used in display and presentation 
pieces. A set of POP COINS is an ideal gift 
for the person who ‘thought he had every- 
thing.’’ 


Cent 


Nickel: (silver) 25, Sees. 


Quarter 

Half Dollar 

Dollar 

Complete Set, 6 Pieces 


POS TPAID 
BERNARD & BRUCE 


GIMELSON 


(215) Mitchell 6-1793 
(215) Chestnut Hill 7-8898 


Fort Washington Industrial Park 
Fort Washington, Pennsylvania 19034 
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Turnpike, Napoleon 


COIN WORLD, Wednesday, March 18, 1987 


topics of WPNS talks 


Rodger Hershey presented a | 
program titled “The Pennsyl- 
vania Turnpike” at the Febru- 
ary meeting of the Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic So- 
ciety. : 

' The speaker replaced Larry 
Korchanak and his “Napoleon 
Prior to Waterloo” talk, which 
will be presented at a later | 
date. : 


New members Giff Kelly, 
Alan Stricker and Jerry Porter | 
were voted in at the January 
meeting. Also during the Janu- 
ary meeting, Bill Hunter and 
Dick Gaetano presented a cov- | 
ered draft of an encased cent | 
book: Gaetano and Cliff Sutton’ 
were appointed to a marketing 
committee to determine the 
kind of printing to use, how 
many copies to print and how 
to sell them. : 


Other drafts of books were 
also distributed during the Jan- 
uary meeting. Ray Rennick 
displayed a thick workbook for 
his section about paper money 
and banks of the Pittsburgh 
area. Wayne Homren distribut- 
ed draft copies of an article 
about Frank Vittor, a Pitts- 
burgh sculptor who designed | 
the Gettysburg commemora- - 
tive half dollar. 


The club meets the first’ 
Tuesday of the month. The | 
doors open at 7:30 p.m. and the | 
meeting begins at 8:15 p.m. 
Meetings are held in Confer- 
ence Room C, offices of Carne- 
gie Group Inc., Seventh Floor 
of Station Square, Carson and 
Smithfield streets in Pitts- 
burgh. 


To learn more about the 
club, write to Western Penn- 
sylvania Numismatic Society, 
c/o Wayne K. Homren, 1810 
Antietam St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
15206. 


Western Pemrsyloania WESTERN 
: PENNSYLVANIA 


Numismatic Society NUMISMATIC 
SOCIETY 


1873-\91® 


DATE: Tuesday, April 7, 1987 
TIME: 7:30 P.M. Meeting starts 8:15 P.M. 


WHERE: Conference Room C, offices of Carnegie Group Inc, 
7th Floor of Station Square, Carson & Smithfield Streets 


PROGRAM: "Railroads and Numismatics" by Glenn Mooney 


Thirteen members attended the March Meeting, and were treated to an excellent slide program on Swiss Shooting Thalers 
by Chuck Erb. 


The Secretary would like to thank member Ed Schenk of Colorado for sending a set of newspaper clippings describing the 
controversy surrounding Carnegie Institute’s Coin Collection sale. These were displayed at the meeting. 


The updated Constitution, By-Laws, and Membership Roster booklet is nearly completed. Printer’s estimates will be 
@ sisevsses at the April meeting. 
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A June, 1966 ad in the Numismatic Scrapbook offered a medal commemorating Saint Eligius, the "Patron Saint of 
Numismatics." The copy included this history of St. Eligius: 


Born in 588, Eligius was apprenticed at an early age to the master of the mint in Limoges, in what is now France, where he 
became a noted craftsman whose skills were unequalled in the kingdom. From this modest beginning, our patron, whose famous 
mint mark appears on at least ten of the coins of this period, became the master of the royal mint in Paris and trusted advisor to the 
Merovingian Kings Clothiar II, and Dagobert I. Despite the early accumulation of great wealth and influence and what history 
tells us was the largest and finest collection of Roman, Greek and contemporary coins in the world, Eligius never forgot the needs 
of the poor and helpless of his realm, and is remembered as an outstanding humanitarian in an otherwise barbaric age. During this 
period of his exemplary life he was responsible for the establishment of several monastaries and nunneries and indeed two famous 
Paris cathedrals still standing today owe their construction to Eligius. Consecrated a bishop in 640 Eligius in his later years 
carried the word of God through Belgium, Denmark and Sweden before his death in 659. 
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The Spring 1987 Issue of Bowers & Merena’s Rare Coin Review included "Madam Numismatica’s Predictions for 1987." 
Prediction #5 is reprinted below without any permission whatsoever: 


The concept of self-grading coins, first proposed by the esteemed Dr. S. S. Elreep in a Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine article 
in the 1960s, comes into its own. The Kingdom of Brahmaswarindi will issue coins depicting John F. Kennedy, M.L. King, and 
other American notables for the American collector’s marketplace. Each coin will bear as part of the design numbers such as 
MS-60, AU-55, and so on, down to G-4, with the higher numbers appearing on the areas in highest relief -- where they will wear 
away first. Finally, after many years in circulation, only G-4 will remain upon a coin. Thus, collectors can instantly grade these 
coins by reading the highest numbers still visible. 
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April 3-5 International Coin Fair, Chicago, IL 
April 4-5 CPNA Show, Lancaster, PA 
April 12: Collectible Show, Castle Shannon Fire Hall, Rt. 88 


Allestern. Vounspluania Nuntisuatic Society 
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Dedication 


To all numismatic club officers 
who invariably claim that they 


were railroaded into office. 
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RAILROADS IN NUMISMATICS 


Much has been written on railroads in history and their impact 
on civilization; and of course, numismatics and history are insepar- 
able. But I know of no exhaustive work on railroads in numismatics. 


This is an attempt to provide an overview = not a catalogue or 
an analysis of individual pieces - rather a "tie-in" discussion of 
railroads, history and numismatics - with a few personal notes thrown 
in. I will attempt to restrict it to coins, medals, tokens, script, 
currency and exonumia. However, sometimes those items are only tenu- 
ously connected to railroads, and the temptation to include related 
material and memorabelia is sometimes strong. 


So, let's raise and lower the lantern, blow the whistle twice, 
release the brakes, advance the Johnson bar (throttle) and begin our 
trip. 


ROME 


I believe it is interesting to note that a 2,000 year old coin 
of the Roman Empire, depicting a charidt, relates in a way with our 
modern Amtrak and Conrail vehicles, and those of other railroads, 
and the rails on which they run. 


The chariot wheels of Rome were precisely four feet eight and 
one half (4'283") inches apart. When these vehicles rolled over the 
countryside - particularily in Sngland - their ruts set a pattern 
for roads, pikes, and later, railroads. Since Snzlish Locomotives 
were imported for our early American railroads,the rails in what was 
to become the United States were laid to fit the engines in the old 
chariot measure. While there were other spacings experimented with, 
the standard gauge that survived and which is used today is the same 
as that of the chariot on the coin. 


DERATLMENT 


Did you know that a slight deviation in that standard - amount- 
ing to only 3/4 of an inch - accounts for one of the worst wrecks in 
United States history? One railroad (the ‘lew Yor« Central) had 
standard gauge; another (the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern) used 
48.40", To accomodate both, a "Compromise car" had oceen developed, 
the wheels of which covered completely the standard gauge and all 
but 3/4" of the non standard. Since the rails were only 27" wide a 
lateral motion of ~ore than 3/4" while running against a rim on the 
non standard rail would be sufficient to derail the car. 


Near Angola, Jew Yor«, on Ehursday December 19, 1867, at 1:30 
in the afternoon, such a derailnent occured. 49 died, 40 more were 
injured. An imperfect switch had provided that crucial 3/4 inch. 


Botton How many Roman charioteers, 
a ¢ chariot builders, and ancient 
; Rail width coin designers and strikers in the 
L 


2 
-3/4 Non-covered great beyond must have shook their 


~3/4 Rim contact heads in disbelief! Their width 
-3/4 Deviation had become our standard but some- 
0 Derailment body had to fool with it ! (But as 
late as World War II Russia still 
used some*5' spans.). 


Non=std.” 


- e 
a 


MONEY a 

Money and railroads always seemed to go togethers- On’the ~~ “¥™4, 
European continent where they were first developed,to England : 
where. they..were so effectively advanced by James Watt's steam= 
engine and the building of English locomotives to replace the horses | 
pulling cars over wooden rails, to America where Matthias-Willian- 
Baldwin, an ex=jewelry manufacturer, and Benjamin Franklin Peale, son 
of Charles Willson Peale the artist (sound familiar Washington port- 
rait specialists ?) started building locomotives of superb quality 
and durability, money was the driving force. 


It is interesting to note that Baldwin perfected a metal joint 
that would carry 120 pounds of steam and not leak, compared to the 
Mnzlish joints made of canvas and lead that would not carry 60 pounds 
of pressure. It was the latter that Matthew Boulton used on his coin 
presses in the productian of buttons, Condor tokens, Bank of England 
and Ireland tokens, and cooper blanks for the fledging mint in the 
United States of America. 


AS railroads zrew in America money in great quantities was spent, 
pilfered, hoarded, leveraged, stolen, and invested. John Sdzar 
Thompson of the Pennsylvania Railroad, Uncle Daniel Drew of the New 
York and Erie, old Commodore Vanderbilt of the New York and Harlen, 
Mr. Jay Suld, Jim Fisk and other rascals made millions, made trouble, 
made progress, and made history. 


It was Mr. Daniel Drew who previously had been a cattle drover 
who salted his steers, then let them drink their fill vefore weigh- 
ing, who gave us "watered stock", a term Later used to describe 
worthless railroad stock that he and others offered to all comers. 
(Also used today to describe overgraded coins !) 


Some of that stock as well as bonds,warrents,and advertising 
pieces now have considerable worth, if not in monetary terms, then 
in artistic and historical value. The smoking locomotives in the 
vignettes on old Russian bonds are magnificent. Stock certificates 
of companies in many cities, including Pittsburgh, at the turn of 
the century, show entire trains in puffing motion. Entire towns were 
built around railroads. Every phase of a person's life was influenced 
bf the railroads in one way or another. 


Money, railroads and America zrew up together. 


INDUSTRIES 


Consider the millions of people who made their livings from 
the coal, coke, and steel industries. Consider oil. 


When Edwin L. Drake drilled the first well at Titusville, Pa., 
on August 27, 1859 he started one of the biggest businesses of all 
tine. It made possible the development of the world. It is interest- 

ing to note that ten years earlier he had been a Conductor on the 
New Haven Railroad. It is sad to note that 21 years later, in 1880, 
he died in poverty. 


Consider the diesel engine developed by Dr. Rudolf Diesel and 
further developed by Mr. H. L. Hanilton, a former railroad fireman, 
engineman, and later a minor railroad official. Although the first 
American diesel was built in St. Louis in 1398, the first modern 
road diesel locomotive was unveiled by General Motors at the Chicago 
Century of Progress Exposition in 1933 = an event I was priviledged 
to observe. 


Consider communications - hand carried train orders (flinsies), 
the telegraph, Edison pounding a key, experimenting with chemicals 
in a baggage car, selling candy on the cars of the Grand Trunk Rail. 
road = being thrown off the train when, one day, the chemicals blew 
up ! 


I'll later touch on other great industries that affected rail- 
roads or were affected ty then. 
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From our systen of tine zones to our methods of security, a 
sreat many facets of our life today had their roots in railroading. 
And many of our daily routines resulted from innovations often and 
women who lived, worked, robbed, oromoted, and profited from the 
railroads and related industries. 


As you will see this is not a history of railroads. It is a 
compillation of events, things, and people which have tie-ins with | 
numismatics, exonumia, or scrinophily. Philately and other hobbies 
and activities are mentioned but only in passing - as are the non- 
numismatic. 


Exhibit A is a listing of some of the disciplines dramatically 
affected by the railroads, and I'd like to comment on a couple of 
them now and others later. 


THs CRUSH CRASB 


Under "Entertainnent” is an entry entitled "The big train wrec< 
in Texas" which at first may seem to ve a misclassification but, as 
you'll see, isn't. In the somber, depression months of 1896 the 
General Passonser Azent of the “Missouri, Xansas and Texas Railroad 


(known as the Katy), Mr. W. G. Crush (a humorously appropriate name) 
had an idea to stimulate business. Here's the saga as Mr. Stewart 
H. Holbrook told it in his book "The Story of American Railroads": 


"William George Crush must have been a natural showman, one fit 
to sit with Phineas Taylor Barnun. He told Katy officials that if 
they would just give him a modest consignment of rolling stock and 
two old locomotives, he would stage a Monster Wreck - Crush talked in 
capitals at times - that would cause 20,000 persons to buy tickets on 
Katy trains. Now, 20,000 tickets in Texas in 1896 was a heap of tick- 
ets, and Mr. Crush was given the green light. He selected a spot near 
the town of West, between Waco and Hillsboro, for the occasion. He 
papered Kansas, Missouri, Indian Territory and much of Texas with eye- 
bugging posters that described in circus language the immensity of 
the collision and wreck that would occur on September 15, when the 
Katy turned loose two complete and wild passenger trains to fly at 
each other's heads and be demolished BY THE IMPACT. 


PREPARATIONS 


"Mr, Crush thoughtfully added a list of the many excursion trains 
that would carry the fortunate to the scene of chaos. He filled news- 
papers with stories that said the town of Crush was even then being 
built simply to accomodate the multitude that would come. The Dallas 
News reported that 500 men were working to lay a 2,100 foot station 
platform at Crush, laying pipes to connect five tank cars of water 
with 1CO faucets; that Leo Wolfson of Dallas would be in charge of a 
dozen gigantic lemonade stands in the deliberately chosen prohibition 
orecinct; and that F.=. Miller, commissary chief of the day, was pre- 
caring to have a huge dining salon open at Crush 


"At the Denison shops, meanwhile, Master Mechanic ¢C. T. Nctlvaney 
supervised the conditioning and decorating of two aging locomotives 
which soon appeared, zlorious as two rainbows, to tour the Katy lines 
as ballyhoo. The thing grew to fever pitch. Even politics was for- 
gotten as the gargantuan dream of Williaa 3eorge Crush took form and 
substance. It was gargantuan, too, for in that sparsely settled 
region, on September 15 th seven long specials pulled out of Dallas 
and Fort Worth carrying 2,000 persons at $32 a head. These were only 
a fraction, for when the Dallas News man arrived at Crush around ten 
in the morning, he found 10,000 people there ahead of him. During 
the next two hours or so, more special trains arrived at the rate of 
one every twelve minutes until more than 30,000 persons milled 
around in the wide shallow valley. They brought thousands of baskets 
of fried chicken and other picnic fare, and even though the district 
was nominally dry, no little beer put in an appearance and was con- 
sumed, along with nobody knows how many gallons of moonshine. 


"At Sour in the afternoon the two elegant locomotives were set 
nose to nose at the point where the collision was to take place, 
while photographers pictured the scene. Then they backed up to the 
tops of the opposite hills, each pushing a train of six ancient wood- 
en coaches. And there they stood for almost an hour, a mile apart, 
each belching smoke and cinders, while Crush and a posse of 200 special 


constables attempted to get the crowd -"the biggest crowd in Texas 
history"={ far enough from the collision point for safety. It proved 

a hereulean task, but by five o'clock it was thought to have been 
accomplished. Crush, master of ceremonies and enjoying it hugely, 
raised his hat in signal. The Engineers opened their throttles, tied 
down the whistle cords, and leaped. So did the two locomotives. Let 
an eloquent if unknown reporter of the Dallas Morning News of 1396 
tell it: 


WOW ! 


" The rumble of the two trains, faint and far off at first, but 
growing nearer and more distinct with each flitting second, was like 
the gathering of a cyclone. Nearer and nearer they came, whistles 
blowing and the torpedoes, which had been placed on the track, ex- 
ploding like the rattle of musketry. Zvery eye was strained. tvery 
nerve on edge. They rolled down at a frightful speed (sixty miles an 
hour each) and hundreds who had come miles to see found their hearts 
growing faint and were compelled to turn away" But not all of then, 
though, for the brave nan of the Morning News kept his eye on the 
main event. 


"Words bend and break in attempt to describe it," he continued. 
"Tt is a scene that will haunt many a man... Arash, a sound of 
timbers torn and rent, then a shower of splinters. Then followed a 
swift silence. Then the boilers exploded and the air was filled with 
flying missiles from the size of a postage stamp to half a drive 
wheel falling indiscriminately on the just and the unjust, the rich 
and poor, great and small." 


TSXAN HOLIDAY 


"Tt was a Roman,nay, a Texan holiday. The two engines went right 
through each other. A pair of heavy trucks weighing a ton blew over 
the Texas landscape for 300 yards. A smokestack landed a quarter of 
a mile away. Theodore Millenberger, farmer, appalled, tumbled out of 
a tree to break his leg. A chunk of good oak timber laid Photograph- 
er Louis Bergstrom flat. A Mrs. Overstreet fell like a plummet when 
a hunk of wreckage broke her skull. A flying bolt went clean through 
the leg of Roy Kendrick. Another photographer, J. C. Deane, got a 
bolt and washer that gouged out ane eye, then buried itself in his 
brain. Ernest Darnall died that night because a brake chain had torn 
away a goodly part of his head. 


"Tt had been a wonderful holiday indeed. fter rendering such 
first aid as was possible to the injured, the crowd loaded the dead 
and the wounded into the cars, guzzled its last beer and moonshine, 
then went home satisfied it had witnessed the greatest event in Texas 
Since Sheriff Pat jarrett shot and killed the eminent sadist and moron, 
William H. Bonney, in 1°81." 


What does all this have to do with numismatics? Well, quite a bit. 


NUMISMATICS? 


Some of those tickets are extant, as are passes and promotional 
material. Pictures and perhaps good-fors, and maybe even a medal 
was issued although I've never seen one. Pieces of the wreck were 
collected. And there must have been souvenirs from the hawkers, 
lemonaid checks, and food menus. yes, I'm sure there was a numismatic 
connection. 


My father knew George Crush and he worked under C.T Mc#lvaney. 
In fact Dad replaced him as Master Mechanic of the Katy in fheiDenison 
locomotive shops. In 1934 I had the thrill of operating a steam loco- 
motive in the Mart, Texas yards, under the watchful eye of an engine- 
man uncle, not far from where the big wreck took place. . 


GANDY DANCERS TOOTHPICK 


On Exhibit A under "Engineering, mechanical"is listed"Gandy dancer" 
and on Exhibit D under "Tools" is listed "Gandy dancer's. toothpick? Now 
Gandy dancer was the nickname for a member of a section crew who drove 
spikes into ties. Perhaps it was inspired by the rhythm of'their badies 
as they secured the rails. They were steong, rugged employes for the 
most part and were proud of their strength and stamina. One of the 
tools they used to rembve a spike embedded in a tie was a 25 pound bar 
about 5 feet long. They called it their toothpick. I have one of 
these but didn't bring it along this evening. 


COINS 


If this talk nad to be limited to legal tender coins it would 
be mercifully short. I know of no United States coin or pattern 
displaying railroad equipment as the principal device. I know of 
only two or three foreign. In 1963 and 1966 Romania produced a 3 Lei 
piece shawing 2} tank cars at a refinery. It was struck in nickel 
plated steel. In 1976 the Isle of Man issued a nice copper-nickel 
crown showing a horse drawn tram which I think qualifies as a rail- 
road. In 1981 Canada struck a beautiful Railroad Silver Dollar 
featuring a modern locomotive. It's a beauty. 


What the world lacks in coin design it more than makes up for 
in paper money, other financial negotiables, tokens, medals and 
memorabilia. But more on that later. 


While the United States coinage is «ute on railroad designs 
it's denominations can conjure up many railroad associations: 


Consider the cent. Think how many of them were placed on rail- 
road tracks to be nashed as souvenirs. Remember the "oenny™® gum 
ball machines placed in practicaly every waiting room and railroac 
restaurant? Consider President Lincoln's use of tre railroads dur- 
ing the Civil war (out don't be confused by his nickname " The Rail- 
Splitter! Those were fence rails, not railroad rails). Indian head 
cents and nickels briny to mind warriors, braves, Territories, Reser- 


vations, cowboys, and bison through which the 
early railroads ran. Nickels and dimes can be 
related to Mr. John D. Rockfeller's many gifts 
of dimes, and to President Coolidge's standard 
tip of 15¢. 


Quarters, halves, dollars, and gold were 
certainly among the many coins stolen from pas- 
sengers and from the strong boxes in the bagg- 
age and mail cars. And the Liberty Bell depicte-.. 
ed on the Franklin half dollar was toured about 
the United States on a flat car in about 1920. 


WILKINSSURG_ STATION 


While on U.S. coins and notes I shudder to think of the large 
number of them I spent trying to buy the Wilkinsburg Pennsylvania 
Railroad station last summer. It was close, I am told, and I came 
within a hair of getting it. If I had, we might have been meeting 
there this evening t I didn't spend quite as much trying to buy 
the locomotive auctioned off by Westinghouse last fall. My wife 
objected and said the neighbors just wouldn't stand for it ! 


While researching for this tal« I ran across this story having 
to do with U.S. silver dollars. It seems that in 1838 a Mr. “ilt 
Alcott, a worker in the roundhouse of the Syracuse & Utica Railroad, 
built the first efficient locomotive headlight in the United States. 
To make a good reflector he melted 16 silver dollars (shudder, shudder) 
and added the metal to some regular babbitt, It worked fine, much 
better than the older nodels which were made of wood and shaped like 
a sun bonnet, with a piece of tin for a reflector. So next time you 
see a locomotive headlizht thins 7° ‘&. Alcott and his 16 Seated 
Liberty or, more probably Draped 3ust type silver dollars. Think what 
they might have been worth today! 


SCRIPOPEILY 


Numismatically related railroad paper is so extensive I can only 
attempt to outline it here (Exhibit C).- There were notes printed both 


privately and by governments, by pretenders, bandits, generals, lower © 


troop commanders, the beseizged, winners and losers, publicists and 
counterfeiters, to name just a few. There was money, scrip, bonds, 
stack, tickets, passes, little red cards (IWW membership) and on, and 
on, andon... 


Referring to =xhibit C the only paper money of the United States 
Government relating to railroads, that I «now of, is as follows: 


59¢, Fractional Surrency. Second 
The obverse design stows a smoxing 
the ri-'t of. the Washington vortrat.. 


’ 

4 

ie 
locomotiv 


$2 Silver Certificate of 1°36. (Sducational Series) 


The reverse tesisn S19ws portrait of Fulton, dev=- 


eloper of the steam engine, and Morse, inventor 
of the telegraph. 


$50 National Bank Note. Series 1902. Reverse design 
shows a splendid 2 - 6 = 0 type locomotive steam. 
ing quarter left face. 


- « - a digression here on the nomenclature of locomotives: 
Three numbers separated by hyphens are used in the general 
decsription of steam locomotives. they refer to the number 
and location of wheels. The first is the number under the 
pilot or cowcatcher; the second is the number of drivers; 
and the third is the number under the cab. Earliest engines 
were 0-4-0, The Pennsylvania mountain climber I watched 
them build in the Lima Locomotive Works in 1940 was a 6-8-6 
- a total of twenty wheels. Electrics and diesels and comb 
inations thereof are usually referred to by their manufact- 
urer's initials such as GE for General Electric, F for Fair- 
banks, ALCO for Aluminum 60. of America, and EMD for the 
Ylectromotive Division of General Motors where I was priv- 
iledged to watch them build diesels in about 1947. 


$10 Federal Reserve Bank Note. Series 1915 and 1918. 
Reverse shows a doubled track siding supporting 7 
railroad cars. ; 


$20 Federal Reserve Bank Note. Series 1915 and 1918. 


Reverse shows to the left a splendid locomotive, 
tender, and bagsage car steaming quarter right face. 


None of the other types of paper money of the United States 
(Demand notes, Legal Tender Issues, Interesting Bearing Notes, Coin 
notes, Federal Reserve Notes) relate to railroads. Nor do Colonial 
or Continental Currency Notes. 


The Confederate States of America issued a $5 note whose vignette 
shows a steaming locomotive-.pulling two cars to the right. They also 
issued a $10 note with a steaming engine pulling three cars away to 
the right. 


The states of the confederacy as well as some northern states, 
and later the western states were prolific in their railroad related 
issuances - as were foreign governments. 


Banks and Railroad companies seemed to delight in using railroad 
scenes on their notes, stock, charters, etc. One wonders if they 
hoped that such decoration added to their worth. 


Private operations, like "The Store at Alleghany Furnace" (25¢ 
1856), and G.W. Soodrich of Reading, Pa., and S.W. and W.A. Torrey 
merchants of New Jersey, and nany others lixe them are interesting 
from an early railroad equipient standsoint. Some of the scenes are 
absolutely beautiful. And the en:ravings are superb. 


FOREIGN NOTES 


There must have been hundreds if not thousands of issues regard- 
ing railroads by foreign governments, banks, and industries. Here 
are just a few close to home: 


CANADA. $1 & $2 Dominion Notes of 1870 showing an Indian and 
a train. 


$5 Dominion Note of 1912 features on the obverse a full 
train steaming quarter right face. 


$2 Bank of Brantford, Ontario, 1859 showing a train on 
a bridge. 


$5 City Bank, Montreal, Quebec, 1857, train & people. 


$10 Colonial Bank of Canada, Toronto, 1859, Locomotive 
at station at upper left. (Note: Bank failed that year.) 


$1 2 $5 Commercial Bank of Canada, Kingston, Ontario, 
1860. Train and haying scene in center. 


$35 La Banque Nationale, Quebec, 1897, stean locomotive 


of Toronto. 1906-37. Steam locomotive in center. 


3aa% of Montreal, 1233, Train. ia center. 


QQ 


Bans of Upper Canada, Yor«, Ontario, 1851-56 train, ctr. 
$2 Bank of Upper Canada, Yorx, Ontario 1852 train at left. 


a 


$2 Nestmoreland Bank of New Brunswick, Moneton, 1954,61 
Stean Locomotive in the center. 


1 Peso Zl Banco de Tamaulipas 1914. Train of oil cars at 
a refinery. 


10 Sentavos. Jorierno Provisional <le Mexaco 1914. Train 
on stone tressel. 


1 Peso Sl Banco de Londres y Mexico, Sociedad 191+. 
Engine, tender and six cars on stone tressel. 


50 Pesos =l Banco Del Sstado de Chihuahua. Series A 
Raitroad trains. 


FINANCIAL PAP&r 


Financial paper (Exhibit ©) other than notes, depicting trains, ea 


cars,locomotives and railroad scenes seens endless. Railroads were 
visionary projects in the 1800s and their equipment and routes were 
facinating to the public. In addition they captured the imagination, 
promised great things to come, and opened the nind to far places anu 
adventure. The equipment was new and powerful. These qualities no 
doubt suggested strength and worty of the paper on which they were 
engraved. 


AN OLD STOCX CERTIFICATES 


A nice example of capitol stock that is numismatically related 
4s the stock certificate of the Allecsheny Car and Transportation 
Company, shorn in it's full size on the following page, depicting 
four trains (Can you find then? - one is in the seal) and Pittsburgh 
as it night have been 119 years ago. 


There are two stone overpasses on the certificate, one in the 
right hand vignette and one in the impressed seal (which did not re- 
produce very well). They are not the same overpass. The one in the 
vignette covers a two track railroad, on which is running to the 
right a 4-4-0 locomotive, tender, baggage car and two passenger cars. 


The train is revealing in several other respects; 


1. The engine appear'’s to be a wood burner. Note the elaoorate 
staunchions on the cow catcher and the decorations on the 
side of the cab and tender. 


2. Note the iiamond shaped windows in the oaggase car. The car 
has doors at both end and side. 


3. On the passenger car note the decoration on the side and 
end. In tne center of the side Jecoration is a car nave 
wniich T celieve is PITT. Close inspection shows dusts of 
peogle at the windows which seen to be equipped with shades. 


THS COAT OF ARMS 


The Pennsylvania Coat of Asis sown on the cectificate, and wnisn 
is enlarged for detatl on 2 follosias gage, WAS aol the State's coat 
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in 1877 when the certificate issued and dated. Two years earlier, 
in 1875 it had been changed. 


OFFICIAL COAT OF ARMS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 


The ship had been turned around, the left, white, horse had been 
changed to black, both horses were straightened up and put in hare 
nesses, the frightened eagle was calned, a corn stalk and laurel 
sprig were added, the ampersand was replaced with the word "and", 
and the cornucopia resembling a spilled bag of groceries was e.in- 
Snated. - More on the significance of these changes later. 


If the buildings and facilities shown in any way resemdle tne 
extent of the pronerty of the company, and if this was an old, orig- 
inal stock form at least two years oe ‘ire old, it 2izht be presuned 
that ‘iis was a new issue to raise funds in the depression year of 
1877 = just ovefore the big railroad riots in July. 


OTHSR REVZLATIONS 


In the vignettes there are 5 ooats (2 side-wwheelers, 2 stern- 
wheelers, 1 canoe), 3 oarzges, 1 covered wagon, 4 horse drawn viower, 
abundant smoxe fron about half of the stacks, and many dwellings in 
the backzroind. The Lithographer of the certificate is noted. in the: 
lower left hand corner as ARMOR FSUBHAKE % CO LITH. The impressed 
seal reads: ALLEGYENY CAR & TRANSPORTATION CO. PITTS3URGH, PA. (note 
the H in Pittsburgh. This was long ctefore the U.5.30ard of seoxrapric 
Name's recommended t-e iropping of the H and che Post Office afficial- 
ly mandating it- and then restored i). 


I believe one of the early Postmasters of “Wilkinsburg, Bennsy-= 
lvania was a wr. A. Stoner. This may have ceen him. In any event 
$500 in 1877 was 2 consideraole amount of money. You will note that 
the certificate was 1b assigaed, cancelled or surrendered to tne 
company and I do not kaow wnat napoene. to the enterprise which at 
the time seemed to nave considerable property an¢ equipment. 


The date of issuance, 13th Feoy 1377 we will return to later. 


Incidentally, this certificate could fit into at least 14 catezories: 


Finance Marine Numismatics Architecture Postal history 
Railroad Farminz Wilxinsburg Lithograohy Autograps 
Yeraldry Bridges Pittsburgh Allezheny 


TICKSTS 


Continuing with Exhibit C, an example of some tickets of the 
early 1920s include passage, Pullman, and employe pass. The latter 
included the author, age 6. 


I remember beinz fascinated by the Conductor with his polite 
manner, vested blue uniform with brass buttons, his crown of auth- 
ority the cap labeled with his title CONDUCTOR - the boss of the 
whole works = and his busy hand punch which he used to cancel tickets. 
The cancellation holes weren't always round. Many were shaped in odd 
designs. Many conductors had their individual punches. 290 of over 
2,690 used by the Pennsylvania Railroad are shown below: 


ee 
GON DUGTORS’ PUNCHES: 


7 
pss 


At ADIT ANID SOLD BY 
ALLEN, LANE & SCOTT, 
| PHILADELPHIA. 
Over 500 Patterns in Use by Pennsylvania Railroad. 
. PtenNCHES, I8 .¢ FrEeNC HLS. 


whet cenncaatleveravers 


4 6 6 7 12 13 #14 #16 22 #23 #24 2 


“wa VY Hm new » 8 Zaadd 


23> 10..-3 Ste 82 37 38 39 40 42 43 47 48 #489 «60 


RYREC JAREORS 1x42 


Gs 66 67 63s 62 G3 64 6 67 6a 72, #73 «+14 «+48 


|ooune vot t tv “rete: 


79 64 Gis 3 a? e@ 88 99 OF 92 93 4 > 97 98 98 100 


$ 
atear wEWVELVaEF ALY EX 


tus 165 166 HU7 1 tus 110 VEO HHT THT 114 ONS 117 hh 49 HIS VIK WT2 123 1246 «125 


SetwmriksLwsveSstrwrt LH IT Etse 


$29. 230 938 $32 $33 134 136 136 137 138 139 140 148 $42 343 146 165 146 147 148 149 16C 


PiTIVeLEHeKSETPOuveeotIse 


ty Pe eae 1.4 168 156 O87 Bee tts 180 Tot tes tos 1603 166 106 167 tb test 172 873 976 576 


Re hLTOKLALLVPALRSTIFENVVaL'! 


Pre tee bo tes Vow et Pe? 183 tad FAS 1BG 187 PAN 10% 190 199 O47 HDT TEA Pare Bom 197 19d 199 Boy jy 


CEE IN SOLS <P FS OE oF ae SAE ere 0 bel 


SMPLOYE REGULA. 2015 


- See Fe ek «gis — 

Qne exarple 2° oneratinz narer is Se Loo« i've broug nt along 

+h4 r Sate artis : land - : 7 

bnis evénin= entitle! TA RNC ONO 2s wtat enSs 366<8 3-00, antes 
eas +4 ices =e eed & (3 eer resi : - : = 

ani Rezulations for the tovernnene 9. Giptoyes he Coerating 

Departtent = aj 5,20027" 


Some of the 


tay Ans ro. 
Fe (Sy ee ORD, Se 


ligent and courteous discharge of duty" Present transportation 
system employes could do well to do likewise! 


GENERAL RULES: "Employes on duty must wear the prescribed badge 
and uniform and be neat in appearance" I'm afraid some employes 
today would not have qualified then. 


Rules 329 and 428 relate to badges and Rules 359, 360, and 592 
relate to switch locks which will be discussed later. 


This book was the property of Mr. George T. Fake who inscribed 
it on May 19, 1903. I've had the pleasure of knowing his son 
Clarence for many years and talked with him last November. 


CRANES 


Another unusual use of railroad paper related to one of the 
classic code and counterfeiting Schemes ofall: times. 


After the long and bitter railroad strike of 1894 there was 
much discord. The American Railway Union bitterly objected when 
railroad representatives banded together to resist their further 
mands. Another rebellion ensued and afterwards both sides sought 
revenge. | 3 << 


The General Managers Association instituted a blacklist. Verif- 
ication of service letters were refused to those-on the list. This 
was when a forner troublemaker left one railroad and applied for work 
at another. One union member sued and won. ‘Yhereupon the General 
Manavers had an idea. They complied meticulously with the court 
order. Any forner employe zot a letter - former strixer or not. What 
did not meet the casual eye was a watermark in the paper. It was of 
a crane - that long lezgzed bird of the creeks. There were two designs. 
The one for non-troublemakers showed the crane erect; the other with 
it's neck broken! 


When this was brought to light, and the union howled, the rail- 
roads successfully fought it in the courts. And it developed a 
strong market for both genuine and properly watermarked paper throuzh- 
out the country. A "zood" letter could be obtained in St Louis 
for a few dollars. 


RED CARDS 


Another piece »f paper often successfully counterfeited was the 
Little Red Card used oy hobos to get synpathy and favors from rail- 
road police and zenerous housewives.It was evidence of membership in 
the Industrial Workers of the World and was considered a badge of 
honesty. Since trainnen and others were prone to be easy on such 
men, even to letting them ride free of charge, even the lowest of 
the bums tried to yet and carry a "wobbly" card as they were called. 
Thousands were produced - some legitiaately. 


Later, tramps became so prolific that railroad detectives, some- 
times called "Bulls! were employed to keep hobos off the trains amd 
away from the railroad yards. One such bull said "If a guy flashed a 
wobbly card on me I'd snatch it and tear it up and toss the pieces 
off the train. I'll bet I've torn up a thousand red cards". 


M2DALS 


Railroad related medals date back to the 1700s in Europe and 
later in England where staam railways were developed. The American 
railroad system cannot be said to have a birthday. For many years it 
existed only in the minds of a few visionaries. In 1824, howerver, a 
group of citizens incorporated the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company 
and a bit later prevailed on old Charles Carroll, sole surviving 
signer of the Declaration of Independence, to lean on a spade and turn 
a sod while a band played and cannom boomed! 


It should be pointed out that the B & 0 wasn't then a steam rail- 
road. Horses were it's motive power. Boston and Charleston also had 
primitive roads. At this point it might be well to comment on the 
definition of a railroad. I won't even try. Just consider: 


trains inclines monorails Sleigh roads miniatures 
trams cable cars sxybousses manpower roads minecars 
streetcars jet sleds subways catapults rollercoasters 
interurbans horsecars peoplemovers elevators autorails 


Ani when one reads accounts of railroad personalities it is often 
difficult to differentiate vetween those who helped build towns and 
those that were, or should have been, run out of town on rails. 


CON DORS. 


The thousands of Condor tokens (Published 1368-1877), which real- 
ly were, for the most oart, medals rather than tokens, unfortunately 
have never been indexed by design feature. The onyy index that I know 
of is by inscription (by the author in 1965) and the only entries that 
relate to railroading are: 


Railway / London & Greenwich, London % District Yol 1 p11. 
Railway, Holdens, Issuer unknown Vol 2 7699. 


It should be pointed out, however, tnat many of these pieces 
depict railroad scenes, Industrial, mining, transportation, etc. 


The only Uni tates “int Medals that I know of relating to 
railroads are as WS 3 


£209 Willian 3. ‘icAdoo, Secretary of the Treasury 1913-18 dy 
Morgan ani Sinnock. Reverse shows in background the fore 
part of a locomotive symbolizing the railroad system he 
administered as a wartime measure. 


#623 Union Pacific Railroad. The oceans united by railway, by 
William Barber. Reverse shows a locomotive, tender, and 
two cars proceeding to the right. 


THE CAT 


Of ‘course the 3 &0 is still operating as a viable railroad 
even though it is now part of the conglomerate CSX Transportation Ince. 
In connection therewith you may be interested in the following 
article from a newspaper of last year announcing the retirement of 
"Chessie" the sleeping kitten, from logo to mascot. 


New CSX logo railroads - 


Chessie cat into history 


CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — 
Chessie has slept through the. De- 
pression, world war and social un- 
rest. But if she had been awake these 
52 years, watching one railroad gob- 
ble up another, she might have 
known it would come to this. 

Chessie, the cat whose sleeping 

silhouette on Chessie System loco-.. 
motives and boxcars became one of 
the nation’s best-known railroad: 
symbols, is being dropped as the. 
company’s logo. 
. CSX Transportation Inc., which 
owns the Seaboard System and the 
Baltimore & Ohio as well as the 
Chessie System, is imposing an aus- 
tere, geometric “CSX” logo on its 
railroad subsidiaries. 


Since July 1, Chessie System cars 
and engines going in for repairs and 
repainting have emerged from the 
shops with Chessie erased and the 
three-letter logo in her place. 


“I guess it’s progress,” mused 
railroad buff Al Brenneman. “Corpo- 
rations get larger and larger. They 
lose their friendliness.” 


‘ CSX officials take umbrage at 
suggestions that they are doing away 
with Chessie. 


: “The cat is not dead!” insisted 
Milton Dolinger, vice president for 
public relations. ‘She is no longer the 
Corporate logo, true. Now she is 
retired to the corporate mascot.” 


; The cat’s image will continue to 
appear on promotional items such as 
calendars and neckties, even though 


chessie: certainly aszorned 2 2e5s of 


Dolinger said. 


her days on the rails are numbered., 


But why chase off ‘the cat in the 


-first place? 


Corporate pride. is. the answer. 
Dolinger said the: parent company 
replaced its subsidiaries’ individual 
logos with a single trademark. 

Chessie debuted in the 1930s on 
behalf of the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railway. The cat would one: day 
become so well known that the 
railroad itself was renamed in her 
honor. 

Corporate legend has it that a 
C&O vice president saw an etching of 
Chessie asleep before a full moon 
and bought it to use in a 1933 


“Fortune” magazine ad for C&O. 


Chessie launched her career ad- 
vertising C&O’s first all-sleeper, air- 
conditioned passenger train, The 
George Washington, which rolled 
from Washington to Cincinnati. 
“Sleep like a kitten,” the ads 
proclaimed. 

Chessie made her first appear- 
ance on the outside of a train when 
the C&O become the Chessie System 
in 1963. 

Today, however, there are no 
more Chessie System passenger 
trains, no Pullman cars, no berths to 
sleep in. Chessie, a cat without a 
cause, was Officially retired. 


Brenneman mourns the passing of 
the familiar symbol in favor of 
anonymous blue and gray letters. 


“It certainly won’t be as bright as 
before,” he said. 


medals, letterheads, and 


other railroad memorabilia, as well as locomotives, rolling stock, 
and billboards, over the years. 


Some of the earliest railroad medals were of course foreign. 
Some beautiful early German and Austrian medals were struck for 
various occasions such as fairs, expositions, anniversaries, etc. 


Then there were the medals issued by the railroads themselves 
for various reasons. One of the most bizarre is the B.& 0. medal 
of 1877, if in fact it was ever struck. 


FAITHFUL EMPLOYE “MSDAL ? 


In 1877 railroads reduced wages. While the Pennsylvania was 
first it was the B & 0 that provided the spark for the tinder. It 
announced a 10% cut effective July 16th. Firemen and brakemen pro- 
tested and refused to work. Their places were promptly filled from 
the large reservoir of the jobless. Two days later, however, the 
freight trains were blocked. The Governor of West Virginia asked 
President Hayes to send Federal troops. They arrived and released 
the trains. The strikers wanted to talk but the B & 0 refused. But 
The railroad did see fit to announce that all faithful employes 
would be rewarded by receiving a fine medal. It was one hell of a 
time to be talking about medals! 


I don't mow if such a medal was ever struck. It may have been 
but I've not seen one. The riots thereafter probably overshadowed 
the issue. 

TOKENS 

Railroad related tokens are so numerous and have deen so well 
covered by Atwood and others that I can only refer you to their works 
which are extensive and thorough. I will, however, mention a few 


that I thought were unusual: 


Water tokens used in passenger cars before drinking water 
was free to customers. 


Wood, zood for cords of wood to fuel locomotives. 


Rolled items, dises and small coins placed on railroad track 
and mashed - mostly kept as mementoes of funeral trains. 


Metallic dises, varying in size from 1)¢ to ; used as tickets. 


One would thin that "Nineteenth Century Token Cottnaze" would be 
orolific with railroad scenes. Wot so. I could find only one: 


Plate 17, #17 Man led horse drawn rail car at Priest Field 
furnaces 13511. 


I should point out too that some parking toxens relate to rail- 
road owned parking lots. 


WeP.N.S. ALLSGHSNY PROJSCT 


If and when the long-awaited Western Pennsylvania Numismatic 
Society Numismatic Survey of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania is 
finished and published either in parts or whole - or even sheet by 
sheet = and, if, by chance.or otherwise, an adequate cross refer- 
ence iS provided, ah sure more railroad itens of a local nature 


will cone to 1tz 


Unfortunately ny. ~ eae Lehhhary draft copy stiiees with it's prod- 
“uettion schedule; a. p back of definition. “However here are ‘Some -pertin=xdi: 
ont entriess- es , 


Civil War Store Cards. 


-Pittsburgh -.Downtown —. 

Allezheny Valley Railroad “Hotel (1260-1862) 126th thru 1267 
it. was known as the Railroad, Hotel.. 1868 -. 1872 it 
was listed as the treenwood Hotel. Several varieties. 
M5 418,9371 , 9372,819, 9374, 634, 9375593775 9376, 

Pulc 3 1042,3 765 hu2a. 8,453 1047, 3. 765=3a,d,3 1023; 
3 765A—14, at, 6, 3° 1069,3 765Aa4d Pfieet) 


nancial Orvanizations 


Bank of Pittsourzh - Two«Dollar Note March 1862. Shows a 
train of cars steaming to the right. #640 March 1862 
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Pittsburgh in Jeneral 


George Westinghouse Centennial. There are many tokens and 
medals made Zor presentation to and by the inventor 
of the railroad air brake and the many companies he 
founded. 


Homestead 


Golden Anniversary. View of blast furnace area with loco. 
motive running in foreground. 


I didn't pursue all of the references suggested for a couple of 
reasons: I didn't understand some of them, and I didn't wish to 
take the time to pursue those cryptically designated ( such as Sq. 
Eo.020. See. En. Ap. Ip -- -Refs:"52 LP 2 ), 


Such worthwhile local efforts across the country will no doudt 
divulge many raileoad related tokens of both historical and nunis- 
matic-significance. 


I've seen many love tokens, some amateurish and some profes- 
ionally done, that relate to railroading. These were made no doubt 
off-train rather than on, in contrast to the seafaring pieces made 
aboard ships, because of the jostling of the cars and the many chores 
required when aboari trains. 
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MAD FROMS 


While I can't ci : fic case, I'm sure there are rail- 
road related struck ; mac : ocomotives, wreckage, cars, 
tools, memorabilia ¢ 


My Paperweisht, for instance,is made from a section of rail 
used for many years in the old mule road across the Istmus of Panama 
before the canal was built. 


I suppose a railroadenasy ou .4 De considered a rev- 
erse “made-fron” <« 4 piece of w ye rade on a formerly good 
coin. 


BUTTON 


Buttons were of two general categories; promotional and 
ornamental. The former were issued by cities and railroads as 
advertising matter - the Long Island Railroad")ashing Dan" button 
being 2 good example. Civic occasions also produced buttons in 
abundance for fairs, celebrations, and anniversaries. The Union 
Station at Texarkana button is a good example of that category. 


Then there were the ornamental buttons - those on the uniforms 
of the conductors, butchers, waiters, porters, and other railroad or 
associated operation personnel who had contact with the public. I 
understand that these are very collectable and some are quite valu- 
able. 


There is another category separate from the above; the Look- 
alikes and the cecorative. These are designed (and petiteetet ved) 
for non-railroad use such as on clothing and some are very pretty. 
Railroad emblems, engines and equipment and scenes have been obser- 
ved. 


BADG3S 


Article 4222 of the Revised Statutes of Texas is typical, I 
think, of current regulations in all states and for all railroadis: 


" very conductor, tagzagenaster, rineet, orakenan, or other 
servant of any such railroad corporat mmlaved in a passenger 
train, Or. at. stations for passengers, Ss! year upon his hat or cap 
a badge which s indica ri fi Tid. whe initial letters..of 


the style of t} rporation by which he is employed" - Rule 329. 


Some « hose" other servants" ‘entioned above who were required 
to wear haclzes were ives and railway nail clerks. 


SXONUMIA 


Although I've snuck in quite vit of excnunia above, there is 
much more: 


Consider the tie nails with which iow some of you are fam- 
A Liar= They are-cdc3: ally iron whose heads show 
usually two numbers usually attributed to the last two numbers in the 
date when they were use ‘The dee averworked above bec-= 
ause there are many v3 Some nave le S sleneee that 
presumably were cote: to i late They purp: driven into 
a representative tis ‘ 2c feet from another, when a ‘an tias - 
railroad was havins ties replecel, to provide later evidence of the 
provinence of that particular reoair. 


They present juite challen;e to collect. I have them from 
1917 throuzh 1948 and a few throush 1952, and atout 30 with letters 


and combinations of letters and symools. They come round, square,, 
thick, thin, long, shott, and with the designations both in relief 
and incuse. 


These are not to be confused with the spikes used to fasten 
rails and rail plates to the ties. These latter too are collectible 
in that they vary in size and length. I have one that someone dated 
1924. It is large and I guess"standard". I have smaller ones that 
may have been used with smaller rail. 


Other exonumia may be found listed in Exhibit D - The Mooney 
Museum of Railroad Memorati lia. 


Under "tools" Mention must ce made of the many types of watches 
of railroad and railroad related personnel. These, of course, are 
very collestable and often depict veautiful railroad scenes, equip- 
ment, and service accomplishments. The pieces in their homes often 
related to their occupations and some are quite artful. The clock 
in the end of an engine boiler, listed under souvenirs, is a good ex- 
ample. 


Under "supplies" is listed "switch lock with key - dated 1915". 
This lock was found on a farm in Texas and was caked with corrosion. 
I soaked it in a solvent, discovered the maker's name, date etc. and 
the railroad initials, and was pleasantly surprised to find the cover 
spring operable and that the lock would work. So I made a key for it. 


Our model railroad I'm proud of. It encompasses several unique 
features. It is continually teing immoved but not expanded in size. 
It is restricted to a layout 4'by 7' and is folcadle into a case only 
10" thick. Right now I'm working on controls for 5 trains to operate 
simultaneously without operator assistance. It also contains a metal 
scaled model of Mrs. Mooney's childhood home in Texas with individual 
rooms and grounds lighted by remote controls. 


In another lighted case I have "Tne General", a model of a real 
train that was hijacked by a Union raiding party in 1862. I won't 
go into the story nere out it is condensed and attached as Exhibit @. 


A LOCOMOTIVS TI= PIN 


Under "“jewelr," is listed a tie pin. It's of a Pennsylvania 
Railroad steam locomotive and behind it is another interesting rail- 
road story: : 


The United States 
Westinghouse employes 


first nuclear povwere 


Atomic Snergy Comnission in 1954 invited a few 
to witness the launching of the Nautilus, the 
cupnarine, in Groton, Connecticut, by the then 
First Lady, Mrs. “Manie Zisenhower. ‘Je were on a Pennsylvania Rail- 
road train and the corductor was ve Ye remarked that 
he admired my nicxe. riated tie clas a submarine. I thanked him and 
asked where I coul ovtain a com; of the one he was wearing, a hand- 
some locomotive. “We gui:oed “Jou? you like to swap?! I said yes. We 


did and were both happy.. That was 33 years ago. 


THE CASTLE 


Closely associated with railroading was Mr. Jecige Westinghouse, 
inventor of the air brake. One of his first offices was in the 
castle-like structure he built in Wilmerding, Pennsylvania across 
from his new plant there, in 1890. Six years later a fire destroyed 
the upper floor and maost.of the interior of the: building. The 
structure was ‘rebuilt almost immediately and is the building that 
you see there today. A portion of it is being developed into a West- 
inghouse muséum, a long overdue tribute, and will contain many rail- 
road items of an historical nature. 


About that fire, though, is another railroad connection. The 
Pennsylvania Railroad sent help from Pittsburgh to fight the fire, 
but the assistance arrived too late; and to add to the confusion, the 
Pittsburgh hose connections would not fit the Wilmerding water plugs! 


PANIC OF 42 


And now back to that Stock Certificate and the date of issue, 
the 13 day of Feby 1°77. 


It was a Tuesday. Messers J. ‘Vv. Arrott and John B.Fawsit, officers 
of the Allezheny Car and Transportation Company may have been concerned 
about the financial condition of the company, the railroad industry and 
the nation. They no doubt knew that “0 years earlier, in 1837, the fin- 
ancial panic had been sudden, devastating, and universal. Food riots 
had broken out , stores and flour mills had been raided and looted, 
banks refused to “onor their own notes, and hard money went into hid- 
ing. Then just four years previously, in 1873, another panic put a 
crimp in railroad income. The following years showed no improvement. 

In fact things got worse. The farmers started to war with the railroads. 
In New York a riot almost ended the career (and life) of Samuel Sompers, 
later head of the Anerican Federation of Labor. 


It was obvious, in 1877, that the carriers would have to reduce 
expenses in view of declining income. They certainly didn't want to. 
reduce stockholders dividends thereby naking capitol even harder and 
more expensive to obtain. Of course this affected all industry and 
no doubt depressed companies like the Allegheny Car and Transportation 
Company. 


So this was 12 Feby, 1877, and everybody knew that wage cuts were 
coming. In less than two months, in April, the Brotherhood of Loco- 
motive @ngineers vrotested the forthcoming cuts. In June the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad announced the dreaded news that the reduction wouli oe 
10%. Other railroads followed. Withia another month, in July, the 
greatest of all railroad strikes started and the bigzest railroad riot 
Pittsburzh had ever seen took piace. 


The smoke in the vignette on the certificate was nothing compared 


with the smoke of burning.cars and gunpowder, and the dust of frantic 
movement of troops and rioters and trains. The Pennsylvania Railroad 
facilities were destroyed. 


Right down there across the river, fellows, is where all this 
happened. . 


-, . PITTSBURGH RATLROAD RIOTS 


After*the Pennsylvania“Railroad announced in June that the wage 
reductions would be effective on July 16th employes grumbled but 
continued to perform their duties. On the 19th, however, they left 
their engines and trains and walked away. 


Following the standard pattern, the company called for local law 
enforcement, and, when that was fruitless, for soldiers. These, mostly 
local militia, simply looked on while strikers met all incoming trains 
and by either-threats or appeal "pulled" the crews. 


Now came_a thousand Federal troops with a battery of artillery 
from Philadelphia and started a march out Liberty Avenue to disperse 
the strikers congregated there. 


300! 


Someone heaved a few rocks. The troops fired two volleys. 20 
people died. 40 were wounded, including a woman and 3 children. The 
scene was set for one of America's sreatest riots of all time. 


The smoke of the first sunfire was still hanging on the air when 
crowds began to gather on street corners all over town and to move in 
the direction of the railroad station and yatds. The troops retreat. 
ed to the Pennsylvania's roundhouse, which was quickly surrounded oy 
15,000 maddened nen and women, some of whoa were apmed. Three soldiers 
attempting to flee the roundhouse (possibly with messares) were shot 
dead as they ran; and the city of Pittsburgh fairl}; blew up with 
violence! 


Yere's how tir S. 4. Holbrook in his book "The Story of American 
Railroads" descrites what followed: j 


"Mobs rushed hardware stores and looted them of guns and armun- 
ition. They rushed food shops and tumbled out with bread and cakes 
and other table fare. Thugs found conditions to their liking and so 
did the nameless city scum that ever crawls from under the pavement 
and comes to the surface at such times. Fire alarms both real and 
false filled the streets with clanging apparatus. 


BATTLES OF TY= 20 
"own near the roundhouse, a determined mob took a gondola 


(car) piled high with coke, saturated it with oil, set it on fire, 
and then rammed it head-on aziinst one side of the roundhouse. Out 


came the desperate militia, shooting right and left, shooting their 
way through the tremendous crowd, which was now wholly berserk 

from the accumulation of violence. The crowd gave way here and there 
as components of it went down before the bullets, first one or two, 
then half a dozen, until an even twenty lay still or writhed their 
lives away on the smoking ties. The wounded were hauled off the 
cinders beside the tracks and laid out in rows on warehouse platforms. 


The troops lost three dead, and few of them escaped without 
bruises or cuts from bricks and stones and track spikes. But they 
managed to shoot and club their way through the mobs and got away, 
to the comparative peace of nearby Sharpsburg. . 


a Pes 


THs UNION D&POT 


"As for unhappy Pittsburgh, chaos was taking over. While the battle 
of the roundhouse was being foughtto its bloody finish, fire broke out 
in the long lines of freight cars outside the Union Depot. It must have 
been encouraged, for it spread from car to car, from track to track, 
with incredible speed. It spread to 104 locomotives, standing in the 
yards and shops. It spread to the Union Depot and Hotel. 
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Seton 


“arper's Weekly, Aug. 14, 1377 


Bloodshed and violence marked the great railroad strike of 1877. Rioters burned the Pittsburgh 
lin'en Cepot, among cther railroad property. 


"Tt spread to the Pennsylvania's offise and to nearby cuildings 
Smoke rolled up into a night sky that was trilliant fron such a fire 
as Pittsburgh hac never seen before. It roared anc grew, and mean- 
while the mobs cheered for joy to contemplate tne codt of this con- 
flagration to the datned and doutle-damned Pennsylvania Railroad. It 
was wonderful. Wonderful, too, was the looting of freight cars that 
went on while the fires were setting under way. 

"The Coal & Iron Police were brousht into action. So was an arny 
of 3000 regulars in comand of deneril Winfield Scott Hancock, one of 
the true fighting senerals of the Civil War. 


It must have been quite a mess? 
THE OUTCOME 


"By now at least 10,000 troops of one kind or another were 
posted along the Pennsylvania's line between Pittsburgh and 
Blairsville. Directed by Governor John F. Hartranft, a flying 
squadron moved west out of Harrisburg to open the railroad's 
divisions, one after the other, a gondola car gues a Gatling 
gun running ahead of the locomotive. 


"By July 30 the Pennsylvania announced that all its lines were 
open and running again.® Meanwhile the strike had spread to Erie, 
to Chicago , and across the United States before it was suppressed. 


It's almost impossible to assess the destruction in lives and 
property. It must have been enormous. 


SOMS PSRSONAL NOTES 


My grandfather was an official of the H &T C RY(Houston and 
Texas Central - nicknamed the Cotton Belt Line). He had been a 
carpenter, had worked on the old wooden cars, and was the inventor 
of the sliding box car door. My father was Master Mechanic for the 
MX &T (Missouri, Xansas and Texas Railroad - also: known as the 
KATY), the MO & 3(Missouri, Oklahoma and Gulf - nicknamed by Dad 
"ud, Oil and Grease"), and the Frisco railroads. 

I was born and raised in a small railroad town where the might- 
iness of the organizations and the wonderousness of the operation 
permeated every life. The railroads put food on the table. Respon- 
sitility to both employer and the conmunity was taken seriously. 
Unionism was arzuabdle. 


I was very young when I recall seeing soldiers marching 
of our house to bivouac in preparation for the next 8 d 
to restrain the union then strixing azainst the Xaty 


I also played in a cave outside of town and remember that on 
a back stone wall was coldly earved "J ‘iJ Jns" which we were sure had 
been put there by Jesse ‘loodson James. Jesse had been shot 40 years 
earlier but he had seen known to hide out around town, perhaps in 
those caves. His wvrother,Frank, lived until 1915 and his widow until 


1944, 


In the mm ye 904-E hitcn hiked around the country include 
ing some of t ern states and saw the narrow zauzge railroads 
her railroad employes. There was a 
nice little line across the dryide between Tin Cup and St. flmo in 
Colorado to serve th inors. there: 


PIONSSRS 


My wife, Jeanne, whom many of you know, also came from a railroad 


family. She was a fireman on the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe. No, 
I just made that up to get your attention. 


Her grandfather, a young engineer, brought the first train into 
Texas from the North on Christmas Eve, 1878. (I'm not sure when he was 
supposed to have arrived, but that was when he got there.). He rose to 
prominence in the Southwest as a very successful businessman. Jeanne's 
father was a Postal Clerk in the Railway Mail Service. One of her 
uncles was Manager of Transportation for the Katy and we have a 
Quarter sized Mexican 25 Centavo coin of 1884 oneerehee with his 
name, E B Woodmansee. 


One of my heros was Mr. George Westinghouse, inventor of the air 
brake and founder of some 60 companies one of which, the electric co- 
mpany, I was employed by for 373 years. One of my sons worked for the 
Westinghouse Air 3rake Company until it's demise last year. A son-in-law 
worked at the Union Switch and Signel Company for a number of years and 
now works for the Westinghouse Electric Corporation. 


A STATION 


The railroad station and hotel shown on Exhibit B was replaced 
in 1910 by a much larger building that was also to be the headquarters 
of the M&K &T Railroad. It was from that station in 1939 that I left 
for my treck North, and to which I returned a year later to take ny 
Bride back to Yankeeland. It was that station, too,that I returned from 
foreigh service in 1946. 


That station deteriorated badly over the next 40 yeard and was 
about to be condemned when it was bought and restored by a Dallas de- 
veloper. It's interesting to note that the Architect on the restor- 
ation was also named Mooney - but not Glenn. It was Matt, another of 
my sons. 


CONCLUSION 


In conclusion, I think it fitting to note that this meeting of 
nuaismatists is occuring in Pittsburgh's Station Square in a former 
freight building of the old P 2 L = (Pittsburgh and Lake Erie) Rail- 
road only a few yards from the Grand Concourse waiting room and 
passenger platforms where I fondly remember boarding trains to Buffalo 
and points north some 40 years ago. 


This meeting then is another whistle stop - hopefully not a 
derailment - on the road of railroads in nunismatics. 
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Sewe-Disciplines Dramatically Affected by Railroads 


ARTS & SCIENCES 
Yistory: Growth with nation 

over two centuries. 
Opening of West, 
Wars,peace, prosp- 
erity, wrecks, 
Accomplishnents, 
Robberies, rogues, 
heroes. 


Art: Train decorations, 
Prints - Currier « Ives. 
Vignettes. 


Medicine: Hospivals,surgeons. 
Contributions. 
Movement of supply. 


Mntertainment: Pronotion. 
Songs, plays, 
Ballads,music. 
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Restorations. 


Felt OOLiesets, aad Ss 
Land zrants, 
Campaigaing 


Stocks,bonds, joint ventures, 
Contracting, Real estate, 
Accounting, Rates, Tariffs. 


Sloe haces yao erat 
andisin;;a:niculturs, 
rsyrestaupanis 
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outeners, 
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Civil: Routes,zrades,bridges. 
Mechanical: Materials, steam 
Diesels, rails, tools, 
Machine Desicn: Locomotives, 
cars, eqhipment, devices. 
Metallurgy: Iron & steel rail, 
Aluninun cars, copper wire. 
Communication: Telesraph,tele- 
phone, radio, magazines, 
advertising, films, TV. 
Safety: Signals, sand domes, 
air brakes, couplers, Bulls. 
Drafting: Routes, architecture, 
Cars, equipment, yards. 
Petroleum: Oil use, tankers. 


™ 


ws: Enginemen, Conductors, 
Firemen, Brakenen, Switch- 
nen, Foremen, Repairmen. 
Staff; Chefs % Waiters, Disp. 
atchers, Police, Clerks 
services: Telegranhers, Postal, 
axpress, Baggage handlers, 
Porters, Icers, Mechanics, 
Gar washers, Ticket agents, 
Land agents, Freight hand- 
Lers, Accountants, Stat. 
Lonmasters, Surveyors. 
Other: Union reps., Innkecners, 
eestauranteurs, Ustinators, 
Surgeons, Lawyers, 4oooes, 
Financeers, Investors. 


WMANTTIES 


Civil Rights 

Tine zones 

Towns 

Stores 

Tie,lumber,steel,oil industri 
Civil governments. 

riots 

umploye benefits 

Citizen venefits 
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BaetisT 
MRISTIAN . 

LUKES ERSCOPAL 
CERMAR EVANGELICAL 
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EXHIBIT _C 


Outline of Scripoohily* Relating to Railroads 
*Paper documents 


NOTES TICKETS 


Governments 
U.S. & Foreign 
Confederate 
Southern States 
County Scrip 
City Notes 2 Scrip 
Police Juries 


Companies 
Printéd Notes 
Railroad Cos. 
Insurance Cos. 
Real Estate Cos. 


Banks 
National 
Foreign 
State 
City 
Trade 
Savin 
Priva 


oa 

o 

+4 
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Individuals 
Personal 
Occupational 
For others 


Railroads 
None-existant 
Local 
Area 
National 
Foreizn 

FINANCIAL PAPER 

Charters 

Bonds 

Stocks 


Land Grants 


Post dated obdLlizations 


10" 5" paper 
Written slips 
Passenger books 
Passes 
Accordian 
Paper 
Cardboard 


OPERATING PAPER 


Train Orders (flimsies) 
Letterheads 
Routes, grades 

ilding drawings 
Contracts 
Manifests 
Timetables 
Menus 
Watermarked paper 
Switch Lists 


a wood 9 oil 


Water 
Supplies 
Toll 


PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 


Rouse & Schedule vanphlets 
“odel train material 

Media advertising’ 

imploye publications 
Posters 

Books 

Poems & ballads 

Songs, sheet nusic 

Films & scripts 


OTYSER 
"Red Cards" 


Union material 
Sranzge documents 
Police records 
Aray orders 

Civil philanthropy 


The Moone 


Tools 
"Sandy Dancer's Toothpick" 
(a 501b0,5'spike remover) 
Carpenter tools used in build- 
ing wooden railroad cars. 
Anvil made from 13"pc of rail. 
Railroad pocket watches 
(Fathers & Grandfathers) 


Supplies 
12v signal electric lanps 


Lenses for signals. (2, A, 3) 
Glass insulators (3, C, WwW) 
Telephone switchooard jac 
(From station switchboard) 
Rail spikes - one dated 1924. 
Tie nails =< 1917-48. (156) 
One full sized railroad tie 
Switchlock with key - 1915. 


Souvenirs 

Candy lantern - red 

Trivets,cast iron, ACL RR 

Panana Rail section (fron old 
muleerailroai sefore canal) 

Chinese punch bowl = 2! dia. 
(Sanjiy dancer's ;ift to 3R 
executive) 

Rock Island RR items (Fron 
4964 NYC World's Fair 
Coins, nedals,toxens,outtons. 
Railroad clock — “Sngine face. 

Union 28 asntray 
Blectric RR clack - vat. 
Pewter RR Loco «+ cars - 


Model Trains 

Foldable platforn, 
containing 435% : 
10 switches 
buildings, gneracing locos. 
9 steam, 2 :iiezels, controls, 

50 cars, vassen: ~ TreLent, 
Including an 7-:1i4 


’ 
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Jewelry 


Locomotive 
Insignea & 
Buttons % 


Museun of Railroad ‘Memorabelia 


Hquipnent 


Portaole dwarf semaphore size 
nal unit,3 lens, full size. 

Full size crossing sign. 

Glass signal battery jar. 

Two Diesel air horns. 

Telegraph key and sounder. 

Semaphore arm. Porcelain, 
with bullet holes. 

Switch lamp, kerosene, 4—way 
vorcelain targets. MS-65 ! 

Mechanic's equip = MK&T 

Lanterns, kerosene. 

Pay window from Ice Plant. 


Food related 


Chrome coffee carafe 

Condinant set, 3 bottles, MK&T, 
(R. Wallace, Silver soldered) 

Ice toxens 5¢, 10¢, 25¢. 

300 recipes from diners (see Lib) 


Liorary 


Bo0%s = see bibliography. 
Air Brake Catalozue - 1886 
Untona Switch -% Signal Cat. 
Model Trains ‘sagzgazines. 
Lionel Company History. 
Photozraphs 
Locomotives % Fanous people. 
Signals - various models 
Stations *% roadways. 
WA37TO0 & U5%S at World Fairs, 
The Castle Story. 
Sneet music <- Ballads * songs. 
Recordings - casettes,records, 
Videotapes of Wilx. station, 
“Model RA in.operation. 
Tinetadbles % Post cards. 
Letters % letterneads. 
Stamos % envelopes. 
Drawilaszs 
- Brinton Junction. 
Sta. construction ilwss. 
on Yowler print. Ls.%Sn. 
*< passes. 
inghouse history 
menoradilia 
stock cert. spec'n. 


SXHL3IT 5 
‘The jJeneral" 


Condensed from "The Locomotive Chase in georgia" 
by the Rev. Wm Pettinger, one of the raiders, in 
Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, Vol.2, 799 


The General was a Confederate tail train captured and then aband- 
oned by a Union raiding party in Seorgia in 1362. 


It was a raw and zloomy morning at 3ig Shanty (now Kenesaw Station) 
Zeorgia, just 8 miles north of Marietta. It was Saturday, April 12. 
It was raining. 


The General, a confederate engine, had nulled the northbound mail 
train toward Chattenooga, Tennessee, and had stopped at Big Shanty 
where the conductor, engineer, and many passengers hurried to break- 
fast, leaving the train in the protection of an armed sentinel stand- 
ing about a dozen feet from the enzine and many soldiers and zuards 
from the adjacent Confederate cam. 


Suddenly, the jeneral, it's tender and three empty baggage or box 
cars, but not the rest of the train, jerked and darted away leaving 
the camp and the station in the wildest uproar and confusion. 


BIG SHANTY (NOW KENESAW) STATION. FROM A WAR-TIME SKETCH. 


Twenty Northern 
Southerners ‘al stolen 
coupled the rest of 
their Leader, Janes 
ineers. and a fire:stn 
and the remainder i-* 


- 


They tore out at o13> 
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JAMES J. ANDREWS. FROM A PHOTOGRAPH. CAPTAIN WM. A. FULLER, C. 8. A., LEADER OF THE 
PUR*UIT. FROM AN AMBROTYPS. 


the "Yonah", an old locomotive owned by an iron company, but not wish 
ing to alarm everyone, they passed it by. 


Fuller and Murphy on their hanicar ran into the first break and 
were thrown down an enbanknent into a ditch. They recovered and con- 
tinued until they too cane uvon the "Yonah" which they comnandeered, 
loaded it with soldiers and continued the persuit - only to encounter 
three trains coming at them! Andrews had pulled onto a siding (for 1 
hour % 5 minutes) to let these three trains pass, before going on. 


So Faller and Murphy abandoned the "Yonah", too« tne locomotive 


and one car from the last of the three teains, and running then back- 
wards, too’ off with about 49 armed men. Soon they were stopped oy 

another obstruction oreviously «aanufactured ty Andrews, and had to 
abanlon the enzine ani sontinuel on foot, 
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wanwiile An:ire-rs 
the sidings trick asain anc 
train he let through set. Fuller 
and Murohy on foot. They back- 
ed it up to Adairsville shere 
they dropped the cars and with 
the engine and tender Loaded 
witn arned men, drove forward 
as fast as possible and causht 
up with Andrews who 1ai stopped 
to bend another rail. 
PLAN OF THE BLOCKADE AT 
Andrews quickly took off ee ee 
azain and uncouole? one car and 
then another but Fulles's engine olie<e2 then 
nushed then ahead. 
of the remaining Soxcar ar 
the oursuer. The t. ie tae: 
obstructions allowe.. 
for The General. 


And all the tine 
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At one point Andrews stopped, 
placed a rail skillfully on a 
curve, and took off. Fuller's 
engine hit it at full speed, 
took a terrible jolt, bounced 
into the air off the tracks but 
came down smack on them again in 
safety. 


Andrews then set fire to his 
last boxcar and uncoupled it in 
the niddle of a bridge. Fuller 
came upon it and pushed it off 
the bridse and on to the next 
Side track and then continued the 
pursuit. 


With no car left and with no 
‘fuel, Andrews and his men abandon- 
ed The General and struck out for 
the Union lines on foot. Before 
leaving it, however, they reversed 
it so as to ram the pursuer. 3ut 
it had so little steam left that 
Tuller received the shock without 
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he hunt for the fus3 Li WAS orompt, enerszetic and success- 
ful Several were ure. 2 sane day.an2 all but two within a 
weex, iven chose two were ntually captured. iwo others, who were 
Vatestor the rasa snd 31d ic Jat in ie, “were aso -arreste.. 
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END OF THE RUN—THE STOLEN ENGINE, THE ‘*GENERAL,” ABANDONED. 


Being in civilian clothes, all were considered soies. Andrews 
and seven of his men were court martialed, condemned, and executed. 
The other fourteen were never orought to trial. They escaped anil 
eight made it to the North; six were recaptured and reimprisoned 
until exchanged in March 1863. 
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MEMORIAL DAY AT CHATTANOOGA, 1883. GRAVES OF 
ANDREWS AND HIS COMPANIONS. 


Those raiders involved were: 

James J. Andrews, civ an 

Willian Canpoell, civilian 

Seorge D. Wilson, Co 3, 2nd Ohio 
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James A. Wilson, So C, 

Jonn Wollan, Co c, 
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NilLian Pittenzer, Ca %,2nd Ohis 


Li 
a 


WN 
23h 
47 


—_ 


A 
7 


—_ 
ON 


f 
can) 
N 


Sarmel Slavens, 3322-04 


—_ 
4 


Pe ee Co NO 


@) 
a Qn. 
J 
h 
4 
4 
1 


’ 

i 
Samuel], “Sinise 2a 7 9 
Jonni SCOLE, Co 4; cist Or 
2 

1 

A 


~ 


* 
* 
on 
ne My 
* 
* 
* 
2 


oF 


ALLL. Seay OF 


“are at ANON E Je oeh vy 
Mare ats Coser cSt 


"es G5 WY wy we he QTR HS hs 
—" 
Wn 


OOD i eee 


= IW Wr) AN + 


—_ —> 


s 
ia 


SR ths 


* Txecutei 


I saw The General in 194) in the basenent . Cyclorana in 
grant Park in Atlanta, teorzia whe nal heen preserved. Yowever, 
in 1962 it had been 2: ack in se s i. Lte: by the pice 
ture in: “Sianer in <4< Tiner", oa: eo Wiis ls Ses beh ase lle, 
Tennessee, 
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there. the Ciel War locomotive “The General” is 
shown in WO by the Tennessee Capitol at Nashville. 
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"Railroads at War" oy S. Xip Farrington Jr. by Curl 319 vgs 1944. 


"The Story of American Railroads" by Stewart %. Holbrook. Crown 
Publishers, New York. 468 pgs 1947. 


"Dinner in the Diner” by Will C. Hollister.A cookbook, 300 great 
Railroad recipes. Trans-Anglo Books. Interurban Press Glen- 
dale Calif. Fourth Edition, ninth printing. 142 pgs 1936. 
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"The Ties That | Anerica" by the Railway Tie Association. 
Brochure, 


'The Dallas Morning News" November 13, 1925. Newspaper. 
"The Pittsburzh Press" April, 1986, Newspaper article. 
"Katy Snployes Magazine" Various issues 1925. 


"On the Right 2 history of Lionel trains, 75th Anniv- 
ersary i Ons 


A.Mooney Privately printea 


Currency" oy Grover Criswell, 
Wisconsin, 910 ngs 1965. 


Manual" -Yol 36 Pa. Dept of Property 


"San Antonio % ; Ry Co. Rules and Rezulations for the 
Government. Sa v es Cher evine zs Jepartnment" Revised 
Edition ‘iay 5, 

"Tndex to Batt," by 3.A.%ooney. Privately printed 116 pgs 1365. 
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Two volumes 1965. 


"So-called Dollars" ody FZidi - apr Sin and Currency Instit- 


ute, New Yor 


BISLIOSRAPHY - contirued 


"United States Trade Toxens ty Russell Rulau 224 ps 1983. 


"Patco Journal" Volume 2, issue 2 August 1985. "Vestinzhouse 
in Western Pennsylvania Numismatics" by G.A.Mooney. 


"Burl Ives Song Book" Ballantine Yooks, New York, 276 pgs 1953. 


"The Fold Song Adecedary" by James F. Leisy, Belmont, Calif., 
391 pgs 1966. 


Copies of the orizinal construction drawings of the Denison, 
Texas Union Depot - 1910 


Photograpns and Viteotape of the Wilkinsburg Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Station - 1986. 

Reduced copy of Tast Pittsburgh Inprovenment co's. Plan of 
Brinton, Pa. (Later ast Pittscurgh) - 199. 


Copy, full sise, Towle cenciled view of Denison, Tesas 
in 1294. 35"x ; 


a 


Mooney talks about railroads 


At the April meeting of the 
Western Pennsylvania Num- 
ismatic Society of Pittsburgh, 
Glenn Mooney presented a 
program titled “Railroads in 
Numismatics,” complete with 
music and exhibits. 

One section of the talk dealt 
with the bloody 1877 Pitts- 
burgh Railroad Riots which 
left 20 dead and the Union De- 
pot in ruins. 


The club’s current meeting 
place was once a railroad 
warehouse. Copies of Moo- 
ney’s paper will be available to 
club members at the May 
meeting, and it is dedicated to 
“all numismatic club officers 
who invariably claim that they 
were railroaded into office.” 


The program scheduled for 
the May 5 club meeting was 


“Odd Denominations in Early 
Pittsburgh Money,” by Wayne 
Homren. The club meets in 
Conference Room C at the of- 


‘fices of Carnegie Group Inc. on 


the seventh floor of Station 
Square at Carson and Smith- 
field streets in Pittsburgh. 


The club can be contacted at 
1810 Antietam St., Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 15206. 


Western Pornrsyloania WESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA 


| Nuunismatic Society NUMISMATIC 
: on ea SOCIETY 


18738-1918 


DATE: ” Tuesday, May 5, 1987 
TIME: 7:30 P.M. Meeting starts 8:15 P.M. 


WHERE: Conference Room C, offices of Carnegie Group Inc, 
7th Floor of Station Square, Carson & Smithfield Streets 


PROGRAM: "Odd Denominations in Early Pittsburgh Money" by Wayne Homren 


Seventeen members and one guest attended the April Meeting. Glenn Mooney presented a very well-prepared talk on 
"Railroads In Numismatics," complete with music and extensive exhibits. One section of the talk dealt with the bloody 1877 
Pittsburgh Railroad Riots, which left 20 dead and the Union Depot in ruins. 


It was noted that the riots occured just one year before the founding of our Society. Appropriately, our current meeting 
place was once a railroad warehouse. Glenn’s timely talk came just days before the derailment and threatening toxic gas leak 
that led to the early-morning evacuation of some 15,000 Pittsburgh residents. 


Copies of Glenn’s paper will be available at the May meeting. The paper is dedicated "to all numismatic club officers, who 
invariably claim that they were railroaded into office." 
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The new Constitution, By-Laws, and Membership Roster booklet is at the printer, and should be ready for distribution at 
the May meeting. To save postage costs, please pick up your copy in person at an upcoming meeting. Copies will be mailed 
to out-of-town members only upon request. 
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It’s that time of year again folks: start thinking about possible topics for next year’s programs. A signup sheet will be 
available. We’ve got lots of numismatic talent among our members, old and new, so don’t be shy! 


98 RK 2 oe KK oe EK oo KEK OK OK RK OK KK OK 


Your secretary has recieved a nice letter from Robert W. Hoge, curator of the numismatic collections at the A.N.A. in 
Colorado Springs. He "would be most pleased to be (our) guest at a meeting of W.P.N.S. whenever (he) may have an 
opportunity to visit Pittsburgh." 
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May 8-10: Central States Convention, St. Louis, MO 

May 9-10: Hershey Coin Show, Hershey Armory, Hershey, PA 

May 10: Coin Show, Castle Shannon Fire Hall, Rt. 88 

June 7: Coin Show, Northway Mall Community Room, McKnight Road. 
June 25-28: Garden State Numismatic Association Convention, NJ 


Please address your reply to person signing letter, 


Aulesteru. Peunspluanin Nuntisinatic Society 


Founded June Ma, 1878: 
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ODD DENOMINATIONS IN EARLY PITTSBURGH MONEY 


By Wayne K. Homren 
(All Rights Reserved by The Author) 


From a talk presented to the 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Pittsburgh, PA 
May 5, 1987 


As early settlers moved into the Pittsburgh area, they brought with them the money and accounting 
systems familiar to them. Some early Pittsburgh notes refer to pence and Shillings; these denominations 
came to America with the British settlers. Other early notes are valued at 6 1/4 and 12 1/2 cents. These 


Strange denominations were rooted in the centuries-old coinage of Spain, which was in widespread 
circulation in the Colonies. 


Pounds, Shillings, Pence, and Barter 
English colonists in America kept their books 


in British denominations. They counted 
money in terms of pounds, shillings, and 
pence. Yet British coins were quite scarce 
in America. The colonists brought little 
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coinage with them, and acquired little more Bi os hg? brake  kegh Ye. eri 


| 
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through trade with England. People were Telirhd 4 ee Seen ie ak se bie 


forced to resort to barter. In New England, oe Mee ee Gye. tt sas 


- & 2 
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corn, cattle, and wool were used as money. 
Tobacco and lumber were often used as 
payment in New York. Beaver skins came 
to be recognized as a stable commodity, 
and were accepted as payment throughout 
New England, New York, and Pennsylvania. 


S28 = RARER RAG 


For most of the colonial period, the area 
that would become Pittsburgh was a mere 
outpost in the western ‘wilderness. The 
French had built Fort Duquesne at the forks 
of the Ohio in 1754. In 1758 they 
abandoned their Fort to the superior forces 
of General Forbes, and the British took 
command of Pittsburgh and the surrounding 


Figure 1: Early Pittsburgh Account Book 
region. 


2 The oldest surviving Pittsburgh account book (Figure 1) is a ledger of George Allen, a trader who had 
been appointed Indian Agent in 1759. The entries for June of that year show that he did a brisk business, 
delivering kettles, knives, gun flints, shirts, and other items in exchange for racoon and bear skins. The 
accounts were kept in pounds, shillings, and pence. 
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Figure 2: Colonial Pittsburgh Merchant Scrip 


The earliest Known Pittsburgh paper money is an issue of merchant scrip in 1775. The typeset bills 
were apparently a standard form made for general use by Pittsburgh merchants. One issue was signed 
by an Ignace Labate (see Figure 2). All are payable in “Pennsylvania Currency", meaning colonial paper 
money issued by the state of Pennsylvania. The scrip notes were issued in denominations of 6 pence, 1 


shilling, and 2 shillings. In 1777, Joseph Sommerville issued a 1 shilling scrip note at Hannah’s Town, 
near Pittsburgh [Newman 76]. 


Despite Indian hostilities the town slowly grew. The first newspaper was the Pittsburgh Gazette, 
founded in 1786. Individual issues of the fortnightly paper were priced at six pence (see Figure 3). and 
yearly subscriptions were available at 17 shillings and sixpence. By 1794 Pittsburgh contained some 200 
houses, and the taxes collected amounted to 253 pounds, 19 shillings, and 9 pence ( {Lorant 75], p64). 
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Figure 3: Early Pittsburgh Gazette 
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Figure 4: Table of Foreign Coins 


Revolution ( [Solomon 76], p25). 


Pieces of Eight By far, the coinage most often encountered in daily use was Spanish. The coins came 
to the country via trade with the West Indies. By all accounts, the single most predominant coin was the 
Spanish Dollar, known also as the Spanish Piece-of-Eight, the eight-real piece, or peso (Figure 5. 


Figure 5: Mexican Eight Reales 


The Spanish dollar was divided into eight reals or reals, usually written as “rialls" or “ryalls” in colonial 


records. The fractional coins were the four-real piece, the double-real, the real, the half-real, and the 
quarter-real. ([Carothers 30], p25) 


The Spanish dollar was so popular, and its use so widespread, that the Founding Fathers based the 
new American Dollar directly on the circulating Spanish standard. Figure 6 is a table of relative values 
and names of the various fractions of the American and Spanish dollars. 


Name "Bits" Other names 


Peso Piece-of-Eight Spanish Dollar 
Four Real Four Bits Half-Dollar 
Double-Real Two Bits Quarter 

Real Bit 


Half-Real Half-Bit Medio, Picayune 


Figure 6: Corresponding Denominations 


The origin of the term “two bits" is apparent from the table. The phase “not worth a picayune" came 


from the name of the smallest Spanish silver denomination. The table also makes clear the origins of the 
6 1/4 and 12 1/2 cent denominations. 


This mix of denominations in three different accounting systems led to other peculiar terms. 
Throughout the colonial period the real was valued at one shilling in New York. When the new national 
coinage system equated a real with 12 1/2 cents, the people persisted in referring to the denomination as 

‘shilling." A quarter dollar was known as “two shillings" long after the Spanish coins had disappeared 


from circulation ( [Carothers 30], p34). Figure 7 shows a colonial New York note valued at half a Spanish 
Milled Dollar or Boo ae 
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Figure ¥: Mew York Colonial he 


After about 1800, advertisers began quoting prices in dollars and cents. But the decimal system was 
slow to catch on, due to the continued circulation of Spanish coins. 


e Even where United States terms were used, decimal denominations were unusual. Prices of 5 and 10 


cents were rare. The common quotations were 6 1/4, 12 1/2, 18 3/4, 25, 37 1/2, 50, 62 1/2, and 75 cents. 


Decimal fractions came in very slowly, quotations taking such forms as $1 1/4, $3 5/8, $5 7/8.... 
( [Carothers 30], p 82) 


Postal rates for the period 1816-1845 were 6 1/4, 12 1/2, and 18 3/4 cents for various distances 
( [Muscalus ??], p3). The Pittsburgh Intelligencer was 6 1/4 cents per copy in 1841 ( [Carothers 30], p82). 


Paper money denominations mimicked the coin denominations. After the War of 1812, economic 
conditions forced silver and gold from circulation. Throughout the country, paper issues appeared to fill 
the void. Notes for 6 1/4, 12 1/2, and 25 cents were common. A similar crisis in 1834 produced another 
flurry of notes. Muscalus’ monographs list many of these notes ( [Muscalus 48, Muscalus ??]). Figure 8 
shows a 6 1/4 cent note of the Farmer's Bank of Virginia (1839), picturing a Spanish half-real coin. Figure 
9 lists the known Pittsburgh notes in 6 1/4 and 12 1/2 cent denominations. 


@x Bemany, J promise to pay at my Counting House, to 
GEORGE F. HLUPP, or Order, 


| SIX AND A QUARTER CENTS, 


FARMERS’ BANK of VIRGINIA, 


Yep when presented in aums amounting to Five Dollars. 


Wincutster, Va. 
¥ Nov. 1, 1839. 


Figure 8: Note Picturing Half-Real Coin 


6 1/4 Cents 1815 Bank of Pittsburgh 

12 1/2 Cents 1815 Bank of Pittsburgh 

12 1/2 Cents 1815 Borough of Pittsburgh 

6 1/4 Cents 1816 Jonathan Boshart 

6 1/4 Cents 1837 Farmer's & Mechanics Turnpike Company 
12 1/2 Cents 1837 Free Admission News Room 


Figure 9: Spanish-based Denominations in Pittsburgh 


Figure 10 pictures a 12 1/2 cent note of The Bank of Pittsburgh, 1815. This issue was printed in sheets 
of twelve notes, on sheepskin paper. The sheets had four each of 6 1/4 and 12 1/2 cent notes, and two 
each of 25 and 50 cent notes. 


Figure 11 shows a 6 1/4 cent note of the Pittsburgh Farmers and Mechanics Turnpike Road Company. 
The road built by this long-forgotten company is now the present-day Fifth Avenue. At the time, the 
section from Grant Street to Point Breeze was called Fourth Street Road [Rimmel 87]. 
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Figure 11: Turnpike Company Note 


Summary The odd denominations of many early Pittsburgh notes are enduring reminders of the city’s 


roots. They are a direct link to centuries past, traceable to our ancestors’ British origins and their 
extensive trade with the Spanish world. 


These odd denominations still haunt us today. Nearly two hundred years after the introduction of the 
decimal system of money in America, stock quotations are still listed in terms of 1/8 dollars, a throwback 
to the Spanish real or “bit". In Allegheny County, the 6 1/4 cent denomination continues to puzzle 
workers in the Criminal Division of the Court of Common Pleas. A rubber stamp, used daily, records a 
fine of 6 1/4 cents, assessed to each prisoner at sentencing. The fine is no longer collected, but it is duly 
recorded just the same [Smith 85]. 
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NUMISMATIC. NEWS May 26, 1987 


To submit news of 
numismatic happenings, 
special events or services 
and club news, address it to: 


Across the Nation 
Numismatic News 


Pennsylvania 
_ “Odd denominations in 
Early Pittsburgh ‘Money”’ was 
the topic of Wayne Homren at a 
Tecent meeting of the:-Western 
_ Pennsylvania’ Numismatic 
"Society:- WPNS-was-founded: in™ 


1878. Meetings are held each 
first Tuesday in Conference 
Room C of Carnegie Group, Inc., 
seventh floor of Station Square, 
Carson and Smithfield streets. 
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Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Wayne K. Homren, Secretary 

1810 Antietam St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

May 26, 1987 


Nancy Green, Librarian 

American Numismatic Association 
818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Dear Nancy: 


Please accept the enclosed booklet for the A.N.A Library, as a gift from the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society. It contains our Constitution, By-Laws, Roster of Members, and a summary of our 
history. 


Sincerely, 


PAD es gs 
Wayne K. Homren 
Secretary 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Wayne K. Homren, Secretary 

1810 Antietam St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

May 26, 1987 


American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 155th 
New York, NY 10032 


Gentlemen: 


Please accept the enclosed booklet for the A.N.S. Library, as a gift from the Western Pennsylvania 


Numismatic Society. It contains our Constitution, By-Laws, Roster of Members, and a summary of our 
history. 


Sincerely, 


Wayne K. Homren 
Secretary 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Wayne K. Homren, Secretary 

1810 Antietam St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

May 26, 1987 


Cheryl Maisch, Librarian 
Token and Medal Society 
P.O. Box H 

Brunswick, ME 04011 


Dear Cheryl: 


Please accept the enclosed booklet for the TAMS Library, as a gift from the Western Pennsylvania 


Numismatic Society. It contains our Constitution, By-Laws, Roster of Members, and a summary of our 
history. 


It also describes and pictures the medals issued by our Society over our 110-year history. 


Sincerely, 


Wayne K. Homren 
Secretary 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Wayne K. Homren, Secretary 

1810 Antietam St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

May 26, 1987 


Numismatic News 
700 E. State Street 
lola, WI 54990 


To Whom It May Concern: 


Please accept the enclosed booklet for your company Library, as a gift from the Western Pennsylvania 


Numismatic Society. It contains our Constitution, By-Laws, Roster of Members, and a summary of our 
history. 


Sincerely, 


Wayne K. Homren 
Secretary 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Wayne K. Homren, Secretary 

1810 Antietam St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

May 26, 1987 


Coin World 
911 Vandemark Road 
Sidney, OH 45367 


To Whom It May Concern: 


Please accept the enclosed booklet for your company Library, as a gift from the Western Pennsylvania 


Numismatic Society. It contains our Constitution, By-Laws, Roster of Members, and a summary of our 
history. 


Sincerely, 
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Wayne K. Homren 
Secretary 
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Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1810 Antietam Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 


4310 N. Overlook Blvd. 
Portland, OR 97217 
June 17, 1987 


Western Pennsylvania 

Numismatic Society 
1810 Antietam Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 


Gentlemen: 


I would appreciate having a copy of Mr. 
Glenn Mooney's presentatin, "Railroads in Numismat-— 
ics", if it is available to a non-member of your 
Club. 

If there is a charge, I will gladly pay 


Cordially, 


Oitdly, Ax 
Dudley L. McClure 


Dudley L. McClure 
4310 N. Overlook Boulevard 
Portland, OR 97217 


Mr. Wayne K. Homren, Secretary 
Western Pennsylvani Numismatic 
1810 Amtietam Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
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4310 N. Overlook Blvd. 
Portland, OR 97217 
June 25, 1987 


Mr. Wayne K. Homren, Sectrary 

Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1810 Antietam Street 

Pittsburgh,PA 15206 


Dear Mr. Homren: 


Thank you for sending a copy of Glenn 


at et : 
Mooney's paper on Railrods in Numismatics to me. I 


enjoyed reading the piece and marvel at all the 
research which Mr. Mooney put into it. 

In recent years I have noted a number of 
coins with railroad scenes on them, and hawWthought I 
might write an article on them. However, if I ever write 
it, it won't have the depth of Mr. Mooney's work. 

No doubt much of his RR monograph would 
be of interest to Clifford Mishler, publisher of the 
Krause Publications, Iola, WI 549990, either for Coins 
magazine, Numismatic News or World Coin News. 

Please tell Mr. Mooney that I was espec- 
ially pleased to see so many quotes from the late Stew- 
art H. Holbrook's, The Story of American Railroads. We 
were good friends. 

Mr. Holbrook enjoyed train travel and in 
later years traveled the Canadian rails en route to his 
boyhood home haunts in New England. His RR is one of 
the few of his works I do not have. 

I will enclose a check for $2 to cover the 
cost of photocopying and postage. 

Thanks for your trouble,- ay /) 

PW CM ty TW (bord 
Dudley Ls Meare 
ANA 21882 


ntre fora 12-week engagement featuring: 


Your personal image is your greatest asset when 
climbing the corporate ladder. Join Kathy Gordon, 
a ‘Fortune 500” professional growth consultant, 
and Barbara Restelli, fashion consultant of 
Kaufmann’s, who will guide and assist you to ‘’be 
the best you can be’’. This course is designed for 
both men and women and will cover expected 
professional behavior and appearance. Business 
and office etiquette, communication skills, business 
entertaining, business travel, appropriate dress for 
in and out of the office and color analysis are some 
of the topics that will be covered. A role play dining 
out experience at Warner Centre and field trips to 
Kaufmann’s are featured. The cost of dining out is 
not included in the course fee. (Tuition does not 
include costs of field trips). Starring Instructors: 
Kathy Gordon & Barbara Restelli 

Day: H 2/19/87 Time: 6:00-9:00 Fee: $29 


le for limited engagements: 


Join Barbara Russell of ‘Don and Barbara’ and 
Don Jukes—chairman of CCAC-Allegheny Campus’ 
Speech and Theater Dept.—to learn to be a speaker 
who is sought after. You too can get the laughs when 
presenting important ideas and materials. Did you 
know that those speakers who use humor effectively 
are successful in having the audience remember their 
presentation? This clinic is designed to give you the 
“how to’s’’ in order to be your very best in front of 
an audience. Starring Instructors: Don Jukes & 
Barbara Russell 

Day: H 2/19/87 Time: 6:30-8:30 Fee: $30 
Engagements: 2 


Learn the collection and study of coins (metals, 
tokens, paper money and other related items) and 
how to value coins based on rarity and condition. 
The history of coins and investment potential is also 
covered. An opportunity will be provided for the 
students to bring their own treasures in for 
evaluation. A field trip to a coin dealer is included. 
Starring Numismatist: John H. Burns 


Day: H 2/19/87 Time: 6:00-9:00 Fee: $29 


Karate results in improved discipline, composure, 

clear thought processes, physical fitness, self- 

confidence, and an insight into your own mental and 

physical capabilities. This course is open to both 

sexes of all ages. Starring Instructor: Dave Richert 
H 2/19/87 Time: 6:00-8:30 Fee: $22 


KE VDE TING 


Does that special occasion need a special cake? 
Become an icing expert by watching and 
participating in the creative process. Does not 
include kit. Starring Instructor: Marc Serrao 

T 2/17/87 Time: 6:00-9:00 Fee: $29 


NTN 


| DINNER 


Centre while learning how to get the most from your 
vacation. The program will cover Foreign and U.S. 
travel options, auto travel, cruises, bargain travel 
and much more. A set price limited menu dinner 
(includes tax & tip for five weeks) is included in the 
course fee. Beverages are not included. Starring 
Instructor: Bill Katz 
Day: H 2/19/87 


Engagements: 5 
(2/26/87, 3/12/87, 3/26/87, 4/9/87 & 4/23/87) 


Time: 6:00-9:00 Fee: $60 


Month Day 


Ban a2 ae eee Bie eet 


Social Security No Birthdate 


xESE tS AS ee See Ae 


Last Name (skip aspace) First Name (skip a space) Middle Initial 


ee ee Pt eee 


Street Address Town/City State Zip Code 


Place of Permanent Residence check one) 

01) Allegheny County 03) Out of county (name of county) 

05) Out of State 0 5) Foreign 

Home Telephone_____ CC Alternate Telephone 


Residency Requirements 
In-County: Pay Amount Listed. Out-of-County: Pay Double Tuition. Out-of-State/Foreign: Pay Triple Tuition. 


Racial Classification (check one) Sex and Marital Status (check one) 

0 1) American Indian, Alaskan Native 04) White 0 1) Male, Single 03) Female. Single 
02) Black 05) Spanish American 0 2) Male, Married (4) Female, Married 
0) 3) Asian or Pacific Islander 06) Other 


Course No Sect.No.| Course Title Location Tuition 


Student Signature 


Payment Enclosed 
0 Check 0 Money Order 0 Master Card 


Charge Only (Please fill in all information) 


S480. oe eee eee 


Credit Card No Month Year 


S2NE REgeo 


Interbank No Expiration Date 
Print name as it appears on the card 


Signature 


Refunds 


A 100 percent refund can be obtained by completing an Official Drop Form at the Downtown Center 
before the second class. 


Deadline for Mail In Registration is February 6. All classes start the week of February 16 unless 
otherwise noted. 


The College is subject to the provisions of and complies with the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act of 1976. A statement of the College Policy can be found in the College catalog. 
Dean of Students Office and the Evening Division Office. 


COMMUNITY 

College use only COMMUNITY 
A) ALLEGHENY 

Amount Received —__ COUNTY 


Mail to: The Community College of Allegheny County 
Check No Downtown Center 
610 Smithfield Street, Second Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-2512 
Initials/Date Phone: 412 391-1210 
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Join us Tuesdays & Thursdays at Warner Ce 


| Learn to play chess, the principles and strategies of 

| the game. Class time is divided between lectures and 
supervised play. Starring Instructor: Robert Harper, 
| Pittsburgh Chess Club 

| Day: T 2/17/87 Time: 6:00-9:00 Fee: $29 


9-7 | E Baie i WS ED 2a GE : 
| Get your toes tapping and your body moving to the 
| ‘‘beat’’ of the top 40’s. Don’t be a wall flower. Get 
| comfortable with the new dances. So when you “‘see 
| a stranger across a crowded room,”’ you can make 
| your move. 

T 2/17/87 Time: 6:00-8:30 Fee: $22 


| Can you trump his ace and lead a suit? Join with 

| other neophytes to learn the basics in this game of 
strategy. 

Day: H(91) 2/19/87 Time: 1: 
H (92) 2/19/87 6: 


"TS°A ALN SDB a 


| If you have ever played bridge and feel you need 

practice and a little assistance to feel comfortable, 

join your friends for a friendly game or prepare to 

play duplicate bridge. Instructor will be available 

for play review and critique. 

Day: 1(91)2/17/87 Time: 1:00-4:00 (91) Fee: $29 
T (92) 2/17/87 6:00-9:00 (92) 


Learn about wine from the experts. This course will 
be conducted by Dreadnought Imports Ltd. and is 
for both the new and experienced wine lover. Wines 
from around the world will be covered, in addition 
to how to enjoy, buy, store and serve wines. The fee 
includes wine tasting and snacks in addition to a field 
trip. Starring Instructor: Michael Gonze 


Day: H 2/19/87 Time: 6:00-8:00 Fee: $60 
Engagements: 6 


Introducing New American cooking from ‘‘soup to 
nuts’’. Learn to use your imagination to prepare the 
delicious and elegant but simple down to earth 
American dishes using techniques of sauteeing, 
steaming, and flaming. The course will emphasize 
the use of fresh fruits and vegetables and whole 
grains while reducing the use of fats, sugar and salt. 
The course will be conducted by Warner Centre 
chefs Caley Augustine and Lee Obuchowski. 
Included will be wine and food presentations and 
guest speakers. Participants will enjoy the food they 
prepare. Starring Instructors: Caley Augustine & 
Lee Obuchowski 


Day: H 2/19/87 — Time: 6:00-9:00 Fee: $58 


Join us after work to learn a series of easy dances 


and exercises that will help you shape-up. Using a 
combination of exercise plus choreography you will 
be able to tone-up all parts of your body in 12 short 
weeks. Starring Instructor: Dana Borelli 

Day: T/H 2/17/87 Time: 6:00-7:30 Fee: $29 


These performances availab 


Thisisa general Mixology course for the person who 


desires to become a bartender, or for those who are 
interested in learning how to prepare and service 
alcoholic beverages for home entertainment 
purposes. Some of the topics of study are: mixed 
drink recipes; how to mix and service drinks; and 
wine identification and serving. You must be over 21 
to attend. Starring Instructor: Anthony Fortunato 
Day: T 2/17/87 Time: 6:00-9:00 (91) Fee: $45 
Engagements: 10 


Notes and Documents 


The Shinplaster Prosecution of 1862 
By Wayne K. Homren 


HE outbreak of the Civil War had effects far beyond the 
battlefields. In ways large and small, it touched the everyday 
lives of citizens across the country. In the Pittsburgh area, 
these effects led to a controversy over an emergency measure devised 
by a group of troubled merchants. Their trouble was a shortage of 
coins for making small change. The shortage was due to the tremen- 
dous strain that financing the war placed on the nation’s financial sys- 
tem. Inflation began to erode the value of the dollar. The value of 
precious metals rose accordingly, and soon the intrinsic value of silver 
and gold coins was more than their face value. Anyone holding coins 
would be foolish to spend them at their face value. As a result, coins 
soon disappeared from circulation. As one reporter described it: 
Our beautiful silver currency is vanishing from the channels of business 
almost as rapidly as though the eagles on the halves and quarters had 
spread their wings and flown away. . . . Everywhere the complaint is heard 


of a scarcity of change, and those who have any take alarm and hoard it, 
making a bad matter rapidly worse.! 


The editor of The Pittsburg Daily Dispatch stated that newspaper 
carriers could not provide change for paper money, and pleaded that 
subscribers should either present exact change or be willing to pay the 
carrier in advance.’ 

Many merchants throughout the nation resorted to issuing small 
denomination notes to fill the void left by the vanished coinage. Such 
notes were known as scrip or “shinplasters,” a term dating to the 
American Revolution, when worthless paper money was sometimes 
used to dress wounds or insulate boots. Although most states and 
municipalities had laws against shinplasters, these laws were rarely 
enforced, due to the magnitude of the situation. Soon a flood of 
shinplasters entered circulation across the country. 

Merchants often deposited sums equal to the amount of their scrip 
issue at local banks. This did not make the issuance of scrip legal, but 
it did help to avoid the appearance of any impropriety. Sometimes 


Wayne Homren, a native Pittsburgher, received B.S. and M.S. degrees in com- 
puter science from the University of Pittsburgh and the University of Michigan. 
Currently employed by Carnegie Group, Inc., he is also a numismatist specializing 
in the moneys of the Civil War.—Editor 


1 Springfield Daily Republican, July 15, 1862. 
2 Pittsburg Daily Dispatch, July 8, 1862. 
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Notes and Documents 


groups of merchants issued scrip jointly. This enabled wider circula- 
tion, and lent more respectability to the issue. In Pittsburgh’s sister 
city of Allegheny, a group of butchers banded together for just such a 
purpose. 

A deposit of one thousand dollars was placed in a local bank as 
backing for their issue of twenty-five-cent scrip notes. Members of the 
association paid a 2 percent premium to defray printing costs. The 
notes would be receivable for merchandise or redeemed in cash when 
presented in sums of one or more dollars.? The notes were about 7” 
by 212”, and pictured two horses at the left — one white, one black. 
They were printed by Krebs and Bro. of Pittsburgh.* 


Allegheny Butchers’ Scrip (photograph courtesy of Raymond Rennick) 


On the same summer morning that the butchers were introducing 
their scrip, a meeting of merchants was called to initiate a community 
response to the scarcity of small change.’ One proposal put before the 
merchants called for specie to change hands at its intrinsic, rather than 
face value. Dr. E. D. Gazzam proposed: 


That the true policy of the people is that specie should be received at its 
market value and paper money at its market value, in all business transac- 
tions; and as silver money is now worth ten per cent more than paper 
money, five cent pieces shall pass for 6 cents, dimes for 11 cents, twenty- 
five cent pieces for 30 cents, and half dollars for 55 cents.® 


3 Pittsburg Post, July 14, 1862. 

4 Richard T. Hoober, Pennsylvania Obsolete Notes and Scrip (Society of 
Paper Money Collectors, 1985), 19. 

5 Pittsburg Post, July 14, 1862. 

6 Pittsburg Post, July 15, 1862. 


Notes and Documents 


The Dispatch related an amusing story that illustrated the principle 
behind Dr. Gazzam’s proposal: 


Thinking, and very sensibly, that where a ten per cent. shave on a dollar 
bill is demanded, on the same principle a premium of ten per cent. ought to 
be paid for silver, a shrewd housekeeper went to a bakery yesterday to test 
the matter. On offering a dollar in paper to the storekeeper, in payment for 
a quantity of bread, she was informed that the discount would be ten per 
cent. “Well,” said the lady, “will you give me a dollar’s worth of bread for 
ninety cents in silver?” “Oh, no, ma’am, I can’t do that,” answered the 
baker.’ 


The baker, like everyone else hoarding specie, profited from the 10 
percent premium on coins. A general agreement to accept both coins 
and paper at their nominal value, rather than face value, would remove 
the incentive to hoard. A similar proposal touched off a heated debate 
in the New York papers when Horace Greeley’s Tribune squared off 
against the Times.® 

After much discussion, the Pittsburgh merchants decided that the 
irregular amounts involved would be too cumbersome for daily trans- 
actions. There were no other suggestions for relieving the coin short- 
age, but the group was in agreement that issues of shinplasters were 
not a solution either. They adjourned the meeting with a resolution 
against the issue or circulation of any form of paper in amounts less 
than one dollar.’ 

Public opinion was rising against shinplaster issues, and soon the 
matter was tested in court. Mr. W. W. Ward instituted a suit before 
Alderman Kincaid against Mr. Richard Danver, one of the Allegheny 
butchers. Mr. Danver’s signature endorsed a scrip note in Ward's 
possession. The note was dated July 14, 1862. Mr. Ward was em- 
ployed at White, Orr & Co., dealers in dry goods at No. 25 Fifth 
Street, Pittsburgh. Undoubtedly, the business stood to be swamped 
with scrip should it come into widespread use in the city. Ward was 
adamant and threatened to enter suit for each and every scrip note 
that came into his possession.'° 

The laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania clearly stated that 
“it shall not be lawful . . . to create or put into circulation . . . any 
note, bill, check, ticket, or paper . . . of the value of any sum less than 
five dollars.” The penalty was five dollars, half of which was payable 


7 Pittsburg Daily Dispatch, July 17, 1862. 
8 New York Tribune, July 12 and 16, 1862; New York Times, July 15, 1862. 
9 Pittsburg Post, July 15, 1862. 

10 Pittsburg Daily Dispatch, July 17, 1862. 
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Notes and Documents 


to the person instituting the suit.'' Since a suit could be brought for 
each individual note, the butchers faced a considerable fine. Danver 


appeared before Alderman Kincaid and entered bail of one thousand 


dollars for his appearance at the next court session." 

Danver and his butchers association had at least two friends in 
Henry and George Raynor. H. & G. Raynor were merchants at No. 
156 Beaver Street, Allegheny City. They published an ad noting that 
they would receive the butchers’ scrip “at cash prices for anything in 
their line of Groceries or Bread.” '° 

The author has found no record of the outcome of Danver’s hearing, 
but the butchers’ notes were soon withdrawn. The July 29 Dispatch 
announced: 

BUTCHERS ORDERS — Notice is hereby given to those holding Butchers 
Orders or Checks, that the circulation of them will be discontinued on the 
first day of August next. Persons having them are requested to call at the 
Drug Store of W. A. Reed, Diamond, Allegheny, where they will be re- 
deemed in par funds, when the sum of one dollar is presented. Others hold- 


ing smaller sums than one dollar will call on any of the Butchers in 
Allegheny market, who will take them in payment for meat. R. DANVER.!4 


The Shinplaster Prosecution of 1862 helps explain why there are so 
few known Civil War-era scrip notes from Pittsburgh. Scrip was 
issued in large quantities elsewhere in the country, including many 
Pennsylvania towns, but due to strong public opinion, shinplaster laws 
were strictly enforced in the Pittsburgh area. The Allegheny butchers’ 
scrip circulated only the last two weeks of July 1862. = 


approved Apr. 12, 1828). 
12 Pittsburg Daily Dispatch, July 18, 1862. 
13 Pittsburg Daily Dispatch, July 21, 1862. 
14 Pittsburg Daily Dispatch, July 29, 1862. 
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4 Delene Drive 
New Port Richey, Florida 
848-2338 


Dear Folks, 

Has someone repaired you ceiling heat cracks, 
and made a complete mess of the job? If so, Rain- 
bow Plastering can repair to an exact match. Also 
all other ceiling cracks to an exact match. Water 
and fire damage to an exact match also. Collaps- 
ing ceiling to exact match. 


Please call 848-2338 


Our motto is perfection. Thank, you, 
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1. Write Reply At Bottom. 
2. Detach Stub. Return White Copy and Retain Yellow Copy 
3. Use Fold Marks on Right Edge of Form for Window Envelope 
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‘ Dein ate eee —— —— ; =e 4 Reorder From Fanco Business Forms, Inc. 
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3. Use Fold Mark on Left Edge of Form for Window Envelope P.O. Box 10247 - Sarasota, FL 34278 
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Cwo Cents Worth 


Monthly News Bulletin of the San Francisco Coin Club, Inc. 


SEELIG, EDITOR, P. 0. BOX 12085, San Francisco, California 94112 © 415-586-1335 


YEAR XXVII JUNE 1987 ISSUE NO. 6 


a a 
SFCC MEETS: 4th Tuesday. 8 PM. Knights of Columbus Hall. 2800 Taraval St. S. Fe 
a LL LLL LOL CCL CL ICI CC SS A a eesti 


NEXT MEETING - JUNE 23 


This months speaker is Paul Holzman on THE TRIALS, 
TRIBULATIONS AND TRIUMPHS OF A NUMISMATIC BIRD WATCHER, 
Paul is a past president of SFCC and has been a numismatic 
bird watcher for years. 


Raffle Prizes for June include 1947S-MS-60 Roosevelt Dime. 
Mexican 1745 Gold 2 Peso, a Washington Carver BU 5S0Q-cent 
piece, 18820 Morgan Dollar, AU-50, and a 1968 Mint Set. 


FUTURE MEETINGS: = 

JULY - DONALD BARSI, History of Collecting Silver Rounds 
ALIGUST —- Other Hobbies Night 

SEPTEMBER ~- DIRK J. SMIT on the Titanic 

KKK HE KKKK KKK K KKK KK KKK KKK KK KK KKK KE KLE KKK KKK KKK KKK KKKKKES 


MAY MEETING RECAP 

MIKE McCOY spoke on Early American Coppers. He discussed 
some of the various die varieties in addition to th problem 
of getting copper. 


Steve’s Numismatic Quiz was answered by STEVE HUSTON in the 
US Portion and by TOM KELLEY in the Foreign. 


Welcome to new member MOSES REIS. 


Raffle Prizes were won by STEVE SEELIG, HELEN LEFEVRE, MR. 
HORNSTEIN, RON JOHNSON AND TOM KELLEY. Losers Raffle was 
won by HANS HANSSON. Membership Prizes were won by PHYLLIS 
ADAMS, FRANCES WALL AND AGATHA JACOBS. 


Mini Exhibits brought to the May meeting included Disney 
Money from RON JOHNSON, FRANCES WALL brought banks for 
pennies, MIKE McCOY brought a Presentation Piece made of 
copper from 1876 from the US Mint, O.L. WALLIS brought the 
President’s medal of CSNA presented to him commerating his 


year as president, and HANS brought a 1 Ore made of Copper 
from 1673 in Sweden. 


ED FULWIDER told of the tours of the mint that were held 
open to the public in May. There were 71 tours leaving 
every 10 minutes until all visitors were accomadated. Ls 
will be many years before this event will happen again. 


Many thanks to STEVE HUSTON for his danation toa the Raffle. 
KEKEEKRK KER KEKE KKK KKK KEK KE KKK KEK KEK KKK KKK KKKRKKKKKKKKKRKKRERK 


The San FRancisco Coin Club and the Alameda Coin Club are 
co-sponsoring a Greater Bay Area Coin Show on September 123 
at the Hyatt Hotel at Oakland Airport. Bourse Applications 
are available from Steve Seelig, Bourse Chairman, P. QO. Box 
12085, San Francisco, California. 415-586-1335 for more 
information. 


The San Francisco Coin Club Annual Banquet is tentatively 
echeduled for September 19, at the Granada Cafe. The 
reservation must be canfirmed with the restaurant so look 
for a Banquet reservation form in next months’ bulletin. 


HEKRAKKE KLE RAKE KKARKEKKE KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KREKKEKKERE 
MEMBERS NOTES AND UPDATE 

O.L. WALLIS has an exhibit of Lindberg Memorabilia in the 
Museum of the San Diego Trust and Savings Bank, 540 
Broadway, San Diego. It commerates the 60th Anniversary of 


Lindberg’s epic flight from New York to Paris. It is 
scheduled to run through September 21. San Diego was the 
home of the flier’s airplane the SPIRIT OF ST. LOUIS, which 
was built at the local Ryan Aircraft Corporation in 1927. 
KEKE KK KEK KE KAKA KE KKK KKK LK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KK KK KE KKK KKRKKKEKYE 


FUTURE COIN SHOWS 

JULY 1 - VALLEJO COIN CLUB 400th Meeting 

AUGUST 2 —- FREMONT COIN CLUB, Elks Hall, 38991 Farwell,. 
Fremont 

SEPTEMBER 13 - SAN FRANCISCO AND ALAMEDA COIN CLUB SHOW 

QCTOBER 1-4 - NCNA Coin Show, Jack Tar Hotel, San Francisco 

OCTOBER 17-18 - STOCKTON COIN CLUB SHOW 
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1987 Quiz 


Identify this coins 
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Mooney talks about railroads 


At the April meeting of the 
Western Pennsylvania Num- 
ismatic Society of Pittsburgh, 
Glenn Mooney presented a 
program titled “Railroads in 
Numismatics,” complete with 
music and exhibits. 

One section of the talk dealt 
with the bloody 1877 Pitts- 
burgh Railroad Riots which 
left 20 dead and the Union De- 
pot in ruins. 


The club’s current meeting 
place was once a railroad 
warehouse. Copies of Moo- 
ney’s paper will be available to 
club members at the May 
meeting, and it is dedicated to 
“all numismatic club officers 
who invariably claim that they 
were railroaded into office” 

| 


The program scheduled for { 


“Odd Denominations in Early 
Pittsburgh Money,” by Wayne 
Homren. The club meets in 
Conference Room C at the of- 
fices of Carnegie Group Inc. on 
the seventh floor of Station | 
Square at Carson and Smith- 
field streets in Pittsburgh. 


The club can be contacted at 
1810 Antietam St., Pittsburgh, | 
the May 5 club meeting ‘was } Pa. 15206. 
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